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Dear Samir,

Due to the shortage of time and space, | could not give
reply to your letter, published in the last issue of ' Vihang'- No. 9.

By saying that Whitebreasted Kingfisher was replying
to its echo, | think you are stretching your imagination even
farther ! As | know, 'echo'is not merely a reflection of sound,
but its reflection by a surface, located at a particular distance
and one, having definite contours. To presume, these require-
ments were fulfilled at the spot where the bird was, from where
you were watching the event, cails for some scientific data to
prove it. :
Regarding bird's selection of a nesting site, | agree
with you that, it can not take the same logical route of thinking
which a human would do, but it is known that, they learn things
over generations and assimilate these lessons in their behaviour
in the form of instincts. Otherwise how is it possible to come to
" Thol ', right from Central Eufope, every year ! It sounds hu-
manly impossible ! | quote from ' The Life of Birds ' by David
Attenborough, " Birds are surprisingly swift to change their
behaviour in order to extend their range and get the best out of
new circumstances. " He has also given an example of one of
the most indegenous exploiters of urban conditions, the Carrion
Crows. Living in a Japanese city, birds unable to crack the nuts
for themselves would wait beside the traffic lights at one of the
cross-roads holding a walnut in their beaks. As soon as the lights
turn red, the birds fly down and place the nuts in front of the
cars. The lights turn to green, the traffic rolls forward over the
nuts and when it turns red again, the crows hop down in to the
road and hastily pickup the fragments of the kernels before the
traffic starts to move foreward once more.

As far as scientific approach to the subject is concerned,
nobody can deny it. Though such platforms for amateurs can
give freedom to their thinking and expressions, they can cer-
tainly not replace the academic institutions where scienitific stud-
ies are pursued. In fact, both systems are complimentary to

each other. While proceedings of such amateur forums will gen-
erate more interest, curiosity, excitement and conservation
awareness in the society and possibly and wishfully inspire
more students to take up these subjects for their higher studies,
scientific pursuits made in the institutions will bring in more
knowledge to such forums.
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#D  With love from Nashik

| thank you and the person instrumental in sending me
a copy of 'Vihang'. Although my knowledge of Gujarati is poor,
I can get an idea of its contents. It is wellpresented. Please
keep it up. | would like to receive it regularly.

In the month of February, | had been to Ahmedabad
and Vadodara, however | was not knowing whom to contact.
Fortunately | could meet Mr.Lavkumar Khachar at Ahmedabad
bus- stand. We travelled together up to Vadodara. That time, he
gave me information regarding an organisation of birdwatchers
from Gujarat which is in making. Perhaps you may be knowing
that, such an organisation is working in Maharashtra since last
18 years. We also hold a State- level annual meet. | am work-
ing as an Organising-Secretary. If you feel like, | will send you
a small article on its working.

During my stay at Vadodara, | gave a slide- show in a
Marathi medium school and went on a bird watching spree at
Sakhoda village near Vadodara. | sent my observations for pub-
lication in 'Pitta’ (Bulletin of the Birdwatchers' Society of Andhra
Pradash, P.B. 45, Banjara Hills, Hyderbad 500034). They have
yet to start giving space for observations from Gujarat. You can
give it a justice. | hope this Ietter will pave a way for mutual

benefit. (2-5-2000)
Digambar Gadgil
President, Friend's of Birds, 39, Anandwan, college road. Nashik- 422005,
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