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&7 Invitation to netsavvy friends

Good news for those who are netsavvy. Now thereis a
site called 'Journal of Indian Bird Records and Conservation'
on the internet named Harini Nature Conservation Foundation.
Editors of this site are Bharat Bhushan, Siraj Taher and Erach
Bharucha. Indian birds and bird watching can be discussed on
this site by posting messages. They also have a network and
maintain a mailing list for those interested in the subject. The
URL is http;//www.angelfire.com/fifindian birds. This site can also
be searched by merely typing Yahoo. The site along with the
message board facilities, also has links to various related sites
on internet. (Atfempt fo contact the Editors on their E-mail ad-
dresses given in the site, failed - Editor)

Jaydev Nansey (joydave 99@yahoo.com)
Road 3, Patel Colony, Kasturbanager,Jamnagar 361008
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£ Are we scientific enough ?

While reading Dinubhai Dave's note on nesting
sunbirds, | saw a little comment in bracket (by | believe to
be Lalsinhbhai Raol) stating clearly that reason for sunbird
nesting on that particular site should be due to its associa-
tion of such location to be avoided by creatures of pray.
Here | would not try to make a colcnial statement like "
beg to differ”, as | have virtually NO FIELD base for any
observation as | am not a Bird Watcher, but of little that |
have read on behaviour of birds, | have always felt them
to respond to stimulus and symbols and such things where
particular shape or colour or such abstract and simple things
have a tendency to provoke response from birds in issues
like nesting or feeding young or mating etc. So if | am told
that profile of a hanging wire or branch prompts the bird to
nesting activity or some such thing, | always find it more to
be true than something like what Lalsinhbhai is suggesting.

Forget all my elaborate language, what | am try-
ing to say is that our approach to bird watching has always
been typically towards viewing birds in an anthropomor-

1€

phic way; while ethology world over seems to look at things
in slightly different light. Examples like sea-gull chicks re-
sponding to spot on bill and many many more that can be
listed, would make one review birds being triggered to
activity to simpler things than a very complicated (and
human) understanding of the world where bird associates
noisy kids with predatorless nesting site.
| hope that | am not sounding like a person who
looks at birds as simple little machines and thus be de-
prived of the wonders of complexity of circle of life, but |
am trying to point out a more scientific view to bird watch-
ing very much required in India.
Samir Shukla

#v  Phenomenon of echo

Few days back | saw a Whitebreasted Kingfisher
on Loyolla grounds riding high on wire and screaming on
top of its voice... | am sure that it didn't think so, as he
went about doing so for quite a while....it took some time
to get a feeling that it was responding to something....

See, now comes the weaker ground of my hypoth-
esis ... | ASSUME that this bird was listening to its Echo
and replying to it ... if you find it swallowable (coops...!!)
then read the rest of why strikes to be curious to me .

| feel that echo is a natural phonomenon that has
been around since there was anything that coluld reflect
sound, and to birds it should not be something new ...
What | am trying to say is, that they would have natural
understanding to the phenomenon of echo.

| think there are a few birds most porbably oil-
birds from caves of South America and also swiflets who
use the very curious but well known phenomenon of echo-
location ... in short | think birds should be knowing what
echo is .... you would say the same thing about respond-
ing to reflection seen in nearly all animals but human, but
I wouldn't classify echo with reflection ... why shouldn't | ?

.. dont ask me, but | feel that way ... may be because this
is the first time | saw a bird (may be) respond to it and also
as we have a lot of creatures using echo as part of their
perception ... | feel that life on earth has been using echo
('ang not vain self images !! ) so it shouid be known.

Do you know any other instance or reference of
this ...or, am | making any point ...

Anyway .. keep it up with 'Vihang' ... and also any
type of help required, please get in touch ... as, YES, you
are doing US a favour by keeping it going.

Samir Shukla

AJS, Sukruti Apt. Bh. Manekbag Soc. Ambawadi, Ahmedabad-15
£ yoRidui euflell G GuRald...?

Tadar’ (ay 3, uoiotais : ¢)ui al.oll, 2. wRigy-L
vl ‘9pR1dHi 2usldl Nal (Spotted billed or Grey Pelican)+l
GURA Y 77~ ol A MR AHsd s 29 Uil
il 8d 340 Asuls efeaal 9,

U wRLaRAL et uHElL el el ( Birds
of Gujarat' JBNHS Aug.-Dec. 1954)4( 2usldl usl
(Spottedbilled Pelican : Pelecanus philippensis) -
3U3lUa1 (Dalmatian Pelican : P crispus) il 4lELML M9 540
8, u3d dH-L R st [Ruell s3el ol oflw sugg, dxel el
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148l (Rosy Pelican: P onocrotalus)-ii AA4Elsl g Hle 2419
9, slzd o Al d- [N gl Bogell ye s3el & -

AL Aeo{Ml HIF s¢d 214 8 5, JBNHS VOL. 52 i
Uil < 380-381 Uz UsBld 484l ' Birds of Gujarat Ml ®&
UL Uil AR (51 596 Alss 56 A sl e 2uslell Bal w2
el wadl wiss alfls Rousll Aissn siedl 9, % AL Yoo 9 :
"Of the birds observed by the surveys some were
satisfactorily identified as P. onocrotalus and cthers as £

phitippensis. It is not unlikely that the large gatherings may
have contained P.crispus as well !

"Butler (S.F.iv ; 32) records immense flocks of P
onocrotalus on some tanks in northern Gujarat during win-
ter. He gives an interesting paragraph on their feeding habits
and mentions that P. philippensis, were equally common
and on the same ground, "

9i 1 (vl 242 e AR el ?

2l % decnl =l elAlziue b 9dl
sl dalgsHell Al wl -1 139 uz 2l Rweld ye
el af ustd. o A Y o,

S 2179 (J 1004) Pelecanus phillippensis Gmelin,

Spotted-Billed Pelican
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susHl ofla-l alz 2alHs ala 8, wsedls oy
(Whitebacked or Whiterumped Vulture). 2liz-131 3t (Longbilled
Vulture), Wizl (Egyptian Vulture or Scavanger Vulture) ¢4l 2l
(King Vulture). 3lla-{l ot oald | yeuusidl . sdlelly (Cinereous
Vulture) 27 Gl 915 Griffon Vuiture). 9cetl 254l s3ell aly-l
Aln uell g @St © %, Breai alludi viadisi-l dval dul
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1¢0 304 1L % A AR sl Fstodl, i 6t s ofludl
Aol yuRers 38+l 3As dl Al A 7 50kl AL
[RBReI2 Yad dl du 5l % usw.
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| INDIAN BIRD CONSERVATION NETWORK (IBCN) PARTNERSHIP INFORMATION

0 INTRODUCTION

| Indian Bird Conservation Network (IBCN) is a network
of organzniations and individuals who have agreed to collabo-
| rate to promote the conservation of birds in India and through
them, the conservation of biodiversity as awhole. lts aimis to
promote conservation of birds and their habitats through de-
| velopment of a national network of individuals, organizations
| and the Government. The network is made up of partners and a
network co-ordinator whe is a member of the staff of Bombay
| Natural History Society. The function and activites of the net-
work are monitored by a monitoring committee, which is elected
| by the partners of the network. The netowrk has been started
| with support from the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
| (RSPB), UK's leading NGO in bird conservation. In order to
help make it a self-sustaining network, we will ask you to join
| this network by paying annual fee of Rs.100 (DD/cheque in
favour of the Bombay Natural History Society).

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

| ..

1 +  With your membership, you will get a copy of our
quarterly newsletter MISTNET which has articles on bird

1 conseravion and keep you informed about meetings and network's

|

|

|

activities and national and international bird conservation news.

¢+ Opportunity to participate in network activities,
research projects, workshops.

+  QOpportunity to bring convservation issues to na-

bers for the conservation of Indian birds and their habitats.

HOW TO JOIN?

Complete the form (available from the addresses given |
below) and send it to the State co-ordinator. The application
will be forwarded by the state co-ordinator after comments to |
network co-ordinator. If the application fits the criteria of mem-
bership of IBCN, the network co-ordinator will issue a Partner- |
ship Agreement for signature by the applicant. The applicant |
must return the signed partnership agreement to the BNHS
network co-ordinator within 3 months with payment of an an- |
nual fee. IBCN reserves the right to accept or reject an applica-
tion with an explanation by the network co-ordinator. |

For more information contact: Network Co-ordinator,
Bombay Natural History Society, Hornbill House, Shaheed
Bhagat Singh Road, Mumbai-400023. Tel: 022-2821811, Fax |
022-2837615, Email:bnhs@bom4.vsnl.nst.in |

(IBCN is a national body framed by BNHS. It is |
not to be confused with the Statelevel Birdwatchers Soci- |
ety being envisaged by some of us and the reference of
which was made in the last issue of Vihang. Vihang is not |
representing IBCN. State co-ordinator for IBCN is Mr. |
Lavkumar Khachar, on whose request this announcement
is made. Correspondence should be directed to Shri |
Lavkumar Khachar, 646, Vastunirman Soc., Sector 22,
Gandhinagar - 382022)

i
tional audience and to support action by other network mem- |
I
2 i
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