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Aul3u (Duntin, Grd, WatsHD)-2, Adlls falzul
(Curlew Sandpiper, 3{ysl G-10] WMLsHI)-2, -l
dlelvdt (Marsh Sandpiper) -1, -l S2l340 (Little
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Ylons guud S 2 €lidl cal Uil e, uig xRl
2 W3l Al uig ugdl Ul w8 el Himl
(3o 15y €ld ad o sudl, dfl 1 Rt Adl
2dl 3 ed it Al Al 2ud.

022 veedl [Baumi Hodl sleR »adl-l
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Eﬁy elslendi Rudloll (Grey Hornbill)

215 [Ba WL Ao oo srledll ¢ 3.2,
g2 Al YsA Rl Al @ 531 o)1 Rad
dl. ¥-¥-03 AL A% 244 d -] yesid dldl.
244 [Aefioll Rl udell o iR slele s 2wl
A4 2y 8, d RAR Al Q. dwed RRYL
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sl sdlaren
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Baulz3g Aqu
el 62025 WA, il darriicded] eggl, yell 33410
) L

g YRay wid vallRdaw

dl. V¥-9-0% «il 2% 2l ARl 1y WA
uRay wniad vid vellmdes sl 6 W
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Al 2 S12l-AL LS AL GHLRLHL O AL 3 lesi
ogauil. dc vod %, ¢ vl dl o{lHRU% (Racket-
tailed Drongo).” d Hud »udg ollg 519 el
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(Gadwall) 1400+, wlL-{l YR&16{l (Common Teal)
-400+, AL $1AUL (Common Pochard) -
300+, Addl (Garganey) 400, &2l (Coot) -
s aruel Qa1 il $U%AL (Little Cormorant) -
1000, M2l d%UR (Collard Pratincol) ~4OO+,
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1400 ¥l 2000 §% (Common Crane) euildl edl.
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Aor A 59wt 53 b el s 8 ed. §
ronell g Qll gl S3ie o ¥y 82, d [QARdl
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(Platform) GUR Ulci-il Hioll oiediell 3l y5al, ua -
§[34) (Crow Pheasant) Mol cflufll 241 H3i w1

A, 29 YAlS, 20034l 2 [Ballwdig Al
U3, L HUHL AN SRHIAL 318 UR AL,
seld w26l Holl vl U gedl sal, ¥l
Aol Hioll aladiml dd udd e el ! 8l
AagHIR Aol vl [dotodienl AadoL gall ol
21 9, dH WU,

¥ygq 4l4d

£, wqteR )., S1d% s, HgA-3E¥CO
wHEMe

ﬂ AL vouofla-a2lL (Ashy Swal-
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dl. 30-9-200% AAARA Rad Al%
Widls a1 221 () ol Yc Uil SRl geit iR,
il s Alelsl 21n WA Rdiell vurls Hlzr
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A 512 Wl 5655 Aal ereual. audl A4, HR
waId Al %6 groll s, siier Fidlaw 54
21 o1y, 3 vl AL veuella-ai 8. A
i vjoL o w@s ydizl, af@d R sy
G, R AL il 3aud, N2 He Hiow 221,
Yeodl 241 e dtl ude 94 e . Ussdl sl
yaL wivl densS Hid aeudl edl. i g
(34169, 431) 2vlLdL 321+ Auer il . sl

vied, AMlotaesy Mlaw 53 audlnl 2. 241
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{191 ARHIYL ARUAL.

'Birds of the Indian Subcontinent' by
Grimmet, inskipp, Inskipp ¥ 514+l 25181 AR
dpaldui salde Al uig alsdoid it stcidel
0. 'Krys Kazmierczak' *lL ' Birds of India’ }LM&Hi
uat il o HRAL 8, uig &l aaliesils
AL ‘drt, Guadnl deflul elew Ul
Slairil Gedu 53e 8 24 viedlys suldd 6.

Gualsd uellatl vuorell o o udal,
ORAGR 241% WA iR uR 6 +{l v Al

siAd 4. o8
-3, allds wif, +aya side wiese, Aousll-ioz wid, A2 A, ¥ -
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Birdiife Around Hingolgadh

After the initial rain which filled up the lakes
and promised the commencement of a good
monsoon, there has been no rain and July has
almost gone without any rain. The 8W monsoon
wind is biasting across Saurashtra and so we
can still hope for diluge when the wind stops for a
few days. :

It seems, Indian Pittas have become regular
breeders here and | heard several birds calling in
the ravines arcund the fort. In earlier years, though
Bittas regularly put in 2ppearances for a few days
during summer they were known to regularly breed
by cirgumstantial evidence only in the Gir.
Dharmakumarsinhji had recorded a nest on
Shetrunjaya but this bird was never 2 breeding
bird with us. Whether we should rejoice at the
regular nesting as iriprovement in the habitat or
an increase in Pitta popuiaiion are debatable. You
will recollect | had zome comments to be made
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on the new presence of Blackheaded Cuckoo
Shrike and the Brainfever Bird (Hawk Cuckoo)
around Hingolgadh. As | had warned, the Cuckoo
Shrike is no longer heard for the last two
monsoons, and this year, the Cuckoo is far iess
audible. Is the increased presence of the Pitta
then to be rejoiced over or seen as a warning of

general environmentai degradation in the region

as awhole ?

The Small and Whitebellied Minivets,
Marshal's lora and the Yellow-eyed Babbler which
were so much delight of the Motisari Jungle
around Hingolgadh have shown a drastic decline.
Last year there was a significant fall in the numbers
of Rosy Pastors, this year | have yet o see a
single bird.

For the last few days a couple of hundred
Cattle Egrets have joined the Pigeons in putting
grand flight displays around the hills. They seem
o have been attracted by an explosion in the
population of small brown grasshoppers. In past
years, it was the large flocks of Rosy Pastors
{mainly juveniles) who feasted on these insects.

Talking of insects, there are hardly any being
drawn to lights. We certainly have succeded in
sanitising the countryside. Very, very serious noie
must be taken of this drastic crash in insect
popuiations. What with overgrazing, poor
orotection of reserved grasslands, destruction of
hedgerows, near total shift of cultivation from
millets to groundnut and cotton and increased
use of inorganic manures and indiscriminate,
aimost compulsive spraying of pesticides, we are
witnessing a mass extinction.

The ray of hope lies in the tenacious capabiiity
to make adaptations by birds. But, we cannot be
casual, and must make our concerns taken notice
of.(29th July’ 02)

— Common Swallows in Hingolgadh

For the last week thousands of Common

Swallows (Hirundo rustica) have been appearing
in the late afternoons around Hingolgadh. They all
seem to be leisurely flying towards the west,
feeding as they go. | presume, these are on
passage migration towards South Africa. All the
birds are pure white below suggesting they belong
to the eastern subspecies which breeds during
summer in China and beyond further north in
Manchuria. | am now keeping an alert for the
western race. Both races winter throughout India
and in good plumage can be identified by the white
underparts of the eastern subspecies contra a
pinkish tint in the western. Normally, Common
Swallow hunts low over wetgrass, crops and water
as well as over the sea around mangrove islands
in the Gulf of Kachchh. These flocks, passing
Hingolgadh are flying higher presumably to avoid
the strong surface winds contrary to their direction
of flight, at the same time taking advantage of
insects rising in the updraft turbulances above the
air flow. '

- With the normally low fiying Common Swallows
hunting several hundred feet above ground level,
the Redrumped Swallows which normally hawk
insects by gliding are correspondingly operating
higher. The House Swifts have food available still
furiher up and are visible as tiny specks | The Dusky
Crag Martins continue to fly around the fort walls
never venturing too far out or above. This sort of
birdwatching is to be strongly recommended if a
birdwatcher wishes to deveiop a'feel’ for his birds.
This is what experience is all about - something
that can through up concepts for scientific inquiry
and understanding no timebound set of instructions
can provide. Each amateur can aspire to become
a Horace Alexander with his warblers at a glance
or a Dharmakumarsinhji with his identification of a
raptor in the distance.( Sth Sept.’ 02)

' Lavkumar Khachar

14, Jayant Soc., Rajkot-360004
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g Northern Lapwing in Baroda Dist.:
1st record for Gujarat

On 26th January 2002, we were visiting
Wadhwana irrigation dam near Dabhoi for
waterfowl census. | had taken with me, students
of M.Sc. Final Class with "Biodiversity, Wildlife
Biology and Ornithology" as a special subject.
We were a group of about 10 people.
Wadhwana is visited by thousands of migratory
birds during winter. Different species occur in
large numbers too. While counting waders, one
of the students saw a different coloured bird
and immediately called me for identification. On
the very first sight | recognised it to be Northern
Lapwing. | had seen this bird at Timbi irrigation

-dam more than a decade ago. At that time |~
s et 99 eadeh el Bl d"g@ﬂﬂ&ﬂ%&ﬂ as1y,. -

_.was-the only person who saw if, as, before. |
‘could show it to others, it had flown away. As |
was an amateur at that time,
confidence in reporting it, but now more than
ten people have seen it. There was a pair and
it was there on the next day too.

On discussion with other birdwatchers of
Gujarat at Nalsarovar waterfowl census Feb.
2002 and from surveying the literature it seems
that this is the first record (or rather second for
myself) of Northern Lapwing (Vanellus vansfius)
in Gujarat. | would like to know if any one else
has seen this bird in Gujarat. It is reported to
be a winter visitor to northern subcontinent, and
there are probably couple of records from
Maharashtra and M.P. This bird when cbserved
was in winter plumage but still difficult to be
mistaken for any other bird. | hope that Northern
Lapwing visits Gujarat more frequently and
many more birdwatchers are able to see this
beautiful wader.

Geeta Padate
Zoology Dept., M.S. Uni.,Vadodara
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<> Vulture nesting in IIM Campus

| have noticed a nest of Whitebacked
Vultures on the [IM campus. There is a colony
of about 15 Vultures also roosting on the same
tree.

There used to be a large number of these
Vultures in this campus till about 2-3 years
ago, but they seemed to have disappeared. |
believe, their disappearance is a widespread
phenomenon, more or less nationwide. Their
recent reappearance is a good sign and
therefore | thought you might like to know about
this.

| had put this information on one of the
electronic networks and have been informed by
a friend in Delhi that these Vultures have also
been noticed in Delhi again.

Jagdeep Chhokar
405, iIM Campus, Vastrapur, Ahmedabad 380015
W
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