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Wl (lefll) 8. duidl ¥is ur daed
Lol slasMl LAY ALY YalRd-l uHA s
a3l Ul Sl 247 el B ofldl w2 sadl.
B HslrieL Aol By Gl lwoud ga i dall
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UG ‘Rdarnl e U2d ssu-L 2l
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Need For Integrity 30-10-2001

VIHANG No. 14 has just arrived. Actu-
ally you had personally delivered me a copy sev-
eral days back and | had expressed my admira-
tion for a very attractive publication. You have hit
upon an ideal format - simple, and readeririendly.
Congratulations | The drawings inside are great

and it came as a delight to learn that you are the
artist.

| had thought of not making any com-
ment on this issue, but reading Himmatsinhji's
letter makes me want to underscore the need for
maintaining one's integrity. Both he and | had
established our reputations as birdwatchers very,
very early in life. Our identifications were accepted
by BNHS, though yes, there were Dharma -
kumarsinhji and Humayun Abdulali who wanted
'proof ', When | had reported the Whitebellied
Minivet at Hingolgadh - the first for Saurashtra,
Dharmakumarsinhji (Bapa Saheb} scoffed the
claim and demanded a specimen. Instead, it gave
me the greatest satisfaction to make himsitina
hide to photograph his first Whitebellied Minivet,
when he next visited us ! It was also my pleasure
to induce him to go up to a flock of Crab Plovers
out on the edge of the incoming tide near Ghogha.
He passed them off for gulls and terns - which
they well may have been but for the characteris-
tic clanging calls. He had lost his hearing and
used a hearing aid. | believe he counted 200 Crab
Plovers in the subsequent photographs - the first
of the species if | am not wrong.

Recognising birds from their calls brings
me to Himmatsinhii's letter. The Longtailed Minivet
P. ethologus also has a very musical double
“wheet - tweet”. As for the “ a finch like djib-djib
and tit - like chatter when flying along the tree
tops I" clearly indicates the paucity of careful ren-
dering of our bird calls. Of course, the calls of the

- Scarlet Minivet, the Longtailed Minivet and the

Shortbilled Minivet though being superficially simi-

_ larwould vary in quality which only familiarity with

the callers would help identiy. Himmatsinhiji's note
was printed in the journal of BNHS just as my
note on the Trogon was accepted in my list of -
Gharwal birds. We were not questioned,

I well remember the acid comment by
uncle Bapa on my note on Himmatbhai's records.
In times when we can not substantiate identifica-
tions with specimens, we must attempt to get
some other birdwatcher to corroborate our identi-
fication or better still make careful notes on the
bird’s behaviour and characteristic markings. It
was detailed observations on a Thrush by
Lalsinhbhai which permitted me to identity a

| | ‘ Rigot * ; |
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'strange' thrush for him. | prepared a note for the

journal of his recording the Eyebrowed Thrush

© Turdus obscurus, in Porbandar. The note was

accepted by BNHS. If you do not have time to,
stop and make careful jottings specially when’
there is no one knowledgeable with you to

corrborate, the heavens will not fall by not going

in to print. For instance, in my garden in Manali |

saw three thrush sized birds which | believe were

Green Cochoa (Cochoa virdis), but the light was

bad, the birds were adept at hiding among the

leaves and | had no field glasses. This species

has been recorded from further east. | know my

identification is correct , but its recording can

wait.

While lam on thIS contentious issue, for
the younger friends, | may refer them to Krys
Kazmierczak's 'A Field Guide to the Birds of
India'. This is perhaps the best illustrated field
guide of our region. Turn to plate 64 and notice
how very similar £. flammeus, P. ethologus and
P. brevirostris are. In fact the next time P,
ethologus visits me in Manali, [ will give it a sec-
ond, more intense scrutiny in the hope that it
might be P. brevirostris !

You have repeatedly asked me to wnte
on my experiences with older birdwatchers and
perhaps an incident in keeping with books and
setting records straight might be appropriate. |
had gone for birdwatching in the Borivli Park out-
side Mumbai with a dear friend. We were drawn
to a pair of Blackheaded Orioles, the male bird
singing and posturing while his mate was busy
constructing a nest. The sexes could be clearly
seperated ; the male being richly golden yellow,
the female lacking gold. Our knowledge from bird

books had made us believe that sexes in this .

oriole are similar. Just then Humayun Abdulali
came along and | drew his aftention to the colour
differences. Next day, at the BNHS he pulied out
all the specimens of the oriole. We segregated
the duller birds from the brighter ones and then
checked the recorded sexes. Hey ! Presto | the
sexes were different, a fact not recorded in ear-
lier literature | Humayun asked me to prepare a
note on the finding for the journal. So much then
for authentisity. Younger birdwatchers will be
heartened by a story Salim Ali told me.

Examining skins of Greater Racket-tailed

" Drongos Dicrurus paradiseus, he found the ra-

chis of the elongated tail extensions were twisted
so that the rackets were formed by the inner
webs! When Salim reported this to correct ear-
lier beliefs, he was scoffed atby no less than the
highly reputed Hugh Whistler then holding sway
in the Bird Room of the Albert and Victoria Mu-
saum of Natural History in London. His discov-
ery was later corraborated and Hugh Whistler
passed on part of his extensive bird skin collec-
ticn to be studied by Salim Ali. So, 1 would be
more than happy to have the Black and Orange
Fiycatcher of the Nilgiris fleeting about in the
Shoolpaneshwar jungles; the bird’s confirmed
presense would make compusions greater than
ever to strictly protect this forest, but we do not

" want our birdwatchers’ reputations to be ques-

tioned just when we are poised for an ornithologi-

" cal renaissance in GUJarat

Lairkumar Khachar
646, Vastunirman, Gandhinagar-382022
' Fook ok

I Correction (8-3-2002)

| -returned to Gandhinagar today morning and
saw the winter 2002 issue of VIHANG. [ must con-
gratulate you on the format and the progressively
readerfriendly publication.

After a rather cursory look over, | noticed one
glaring slip up which kindly get corrected in the sub-
sequent issue - page 6, Mukesh Bhatt's note on the
Kachchh Bustards, the ‘Indian Sandgrouse' in
paranthesis should read 'Indian Courser’,

It gives me a pleasure o have confirmed the
identity of the slenderbilled curlew at Porbandar.

| have asked Bharat Rughani to send photo
graphs to BNHS and to VIHANG. He also has pho-
tographs of a Spoonbilled Sandpiper. Gujarati
names will need to be coined for both these birds.
Readers might send in suggestions.

Lavkumar Khacbar
646, Vastunirman, Gandhinagar-382022
kK

About GBW and lora
My spotting the Great Black Woodpeker
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has caught the eyes of the VIPs | They want more
details. It was 7th Aug '00; time, midnoon. One
point which surprised me was that it was found in
the bushes very low. When | Flushed it out what |
saw was GBW only. | asked you because | had seen
this woodpeker where it is not naturally found. |
had seen this woodpeker last year also in the san¢-
tuary near by and there also it was moving in the

small cashewnut trees. Both the times it was very -

much low ! May be both the places were very quiet,
no hustle bustle, no one around.

Reading Mr. Thakkar's cbservation of the
mating display of Yellowcheeked Tit, reminds me
of that April afternocon in Lonawala's garden few
years back, when | was enjoying, the sight of a beau-
tiful male Yellowbacked Sunbird. As you know it is
difficult to find them steady at one spot. There | was

lucky, for it was resting, perching to be exact and
showed himself from all the angles, not forgetting
his yellow back 1o seal the identification mark.
Then from the, corner of my eyes, | saw one yellow
fluffed ball going.up and then fall down. | kept on
watching it again and again wonderstruck. Then
suddenly | realised that | was watching the male
lora on a mating spree !! | had read shri Zaffar
Futehally 's notes long back describing it so well. |
had never imagined | would see such a beautiful
sight ever !! So the point is that even Yellowcheeked
Tit has similar mating habits or was it an lora
mistaken for Yellowcheeked Tit ?

Bindu Kapadia

. Soni House, Opp. T.V. Tower, Thaltej Road, Ahmedabad
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foiceoll ualeiail (M. ofl, Q. U231 )

Madidotfl

2Bl BaMl Qs AR (Biodiversity) [AYa
WAL . Mo Sl Rl suadl da a2wis],
20 o4l el cRidHl adul dl s saMl
1220 ARl waladl, ARY wslAl geadl, il

sedl ¥ 233] (A Al 49l 8. (Manakadan
R. & Pittie A. : 2001, The Official Checklist of Bird
Names of the Indian Sub&ontinent , Buceros Vol. 6

No.1)

2l xR ou glis Gaudl, wwo amsll

UL, T2 WFS2 28R’ [FacR] dal ¢
oi{l25142 dlnd (Biosphere reserves)d Mg &, %
paril w. gy el wHlnrAl 1oL eirid €9, 24 GURid
sluglfly Ad e - Sl da vl Hlat R
oigle] las Ay vadg o,

ugl gl ol drdlel gousl Y SraselR,
oflvutdedyel Ad sdl FsR wdEsd dlE
a-azelldl qeil ol dal ug-ur{lldl s
ol A wel2f] © w1 dMi-l Bel 21894 YAl
Higul 8. '

Aefl3Y (RN el cirell, s4l ol dxn Aeld
[ARcRUL 8% Ul 2l }[e(Sustained)
o3{l+-BUul2l(Landuse Policy)ril sHelse-d
welRd s34, vallaiil asll sfapid »uvel

wusRy da A 3 wdla.

wil-uell-ll ol ¢n ad 21 geadl WEu 8,
ugt 24Tl SRere 24 eld § %) e3 A0 ay,
el 232 25 ol g Al 8, %I el R00
] gu al-l 82 wo alell a4l Hul 8! suadl
AL €2 202 Bis uall vl gi adl wallail el
AHS wd A S | gu uctdl uBuid oA Al i
YRe gy dl A dramdidi sl gea dat

{14l (BirdLife International 2001, 'Threatened Birds
of Asia' ; The BirdLife International Red Data Book,

BirdLife International, Cambridge, UK}
a1g.6dl. ). siisH g 8 ?

eulld & %, uall otuaal €y dl d-l 8sell
sauadl ASA, ‘ofeuss Srextada’, 208 ol
(Sxdldve of AU, vl vellwHl) sidsy
vidold 2 uRFAZY QAR gel draald st
539, ‘ol alds Srzadada’ 3 el gel vs
Arl2leL AYsd Gusi Al i 9, oukdd
URARAC ol A 220, 528, % L stdsun
oRdMl st Sl usHloL 2L, 245 ol
stfsnA Ay sl W2 ofl. 3 A vA, glrl
1S 6{L. L. 2. (Indian Bird Conservation Network)
Al Bs wiv vladal el 9. ¢ilzd-l
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.ol 2. sladsua Aunidle ue, 3.k Rad
2.2, Ml ofl. (Royal Society for Protection of
Birds) $24\.

25 ofl 3., uallaizel dRed wilddld
e WRLadl woull edl. 2t sdsn dsn Aysd
Al 2 cus wa e v, ¥l Al Rl
A ctiell @y [B eiudl wsid w24 Zld AR
SRR TA % Ade RRARL S drl e ysL 24l
wa, L slsuell Herardl uall el da dHsl
23s0el AL MR Ao 518, d-dl nAR KA
Ad 2 Ad 2L susd yAala Gledl ud.
yallizaedl e[Ea Herasl [l (1B A) 2R

2l a-fl 2R Al @l el 2 selsi-l

CASNAL ML VoL % 2 o{l R84,

ualaAiel GufRER sk HAs AR uHe
& 2 21 {1 Bl 21 sdsH At iy wielll dait
A weL A8 AL,

2415.6{L. 3. sdsnel 2y wafel A B 3 d-ll
AR sl 8. @aadl 1EHIM (Sitebased
approach) % “A[Q2ild HI2 w450 8 Al ¥ 20
selsn aloterdl 234l o0l 3wy ¥l s uall-
Al 2 s1dsy Heezu A4l s ud,

uid.oll. 2. sld 5€l9] 7

2165602 M1 WA yal ¥- A @ 8
2 2edlget el el AR HRSI (Criteria) 2l 2L UL
ay 4L, HRY s, €ld A

£ d3un, Red Data Book (R D B ) +{l welil

wuide uell-1(Globally Threatend Species)<il
4yist drdl YLag el '
8 ulRd Radrul % Bl 1adl ed adl uell-
ol 4lddl H2u-(AdIR (Restricted Range
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Rlre usizl RS (Biome)ul % Aal Hadl
Sy, :
8 oy Al vaiml wallpdl 2ssl udl eld dal
L,

2185, oL 2. A58 5l M2l 2L HIRE Uddl
2 9dl e 9, el d et o well dd @) wdl

s A S, 241 oyl Mg dll, vidUIY
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sy :
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a"iRL 59,

o o3dl Qlu cdl udaw s,
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r2icHl elesdl Gu[ﬂxﬁ:
' w5 M el 2uMl €18 (Great Indian
Bustard),Yciwil i35 eliolell WA gl 2 Griul
oo, elRaail, Rugdl Seieie, AR w4 el

oyl Al 2iadi. Braousi 2 vl well W
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