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In Sundervan, Ahmedabad, Grey
Hornbill was sighted during the 3rd week of
August, 2002. It was later seen again in
Sundervan by Kandarp Kathju.

On passing on this information to Shri
Lavkumar Khachar and Shri Lalsinhji Raol they
were delighted and sad at the same time. The
bird could also be an escape from captivity.

Rajendrasinh Jadeja

Sundervan, Satellite Road, Ahmedabad 380 015
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erude wellul ud A8 wir-52 Wil Rrdr
Sald 8, oA sistril disL ouao Afla oA §. 2
Ay YRR dnl ARl ualala ot 2rug
el d¥, gl AHanl o 2 R, 2y Q-]
8%, Ausl2 i L0l werus Ay B,

ofrl Vil ARL ARRALE OUUE, dl. 9-O-
o+l Mun Haistd Rt st sal. weydlail
(Blackheaded Weaver Bird) 5 Ui-tei21el] (Bittern)
ey 2Udl 4 odl, uig 215 WA $355c4l (Indian
Wren - Warbler) + d [R1ai 2ol ofadl AsS.

©dl 29-9-031 Ay A ¥ By
dl, € well-l uawe awil edl. R e a4
AL gl A UG AL LUAN AR )L vl
wiella R 1@ s i wWrizpdleile du-t Aieiey.
Al R S il Wl oiriiaard 33 53 e
reflati- Glat-{lau yeal yr dgan madl, Gile
dell arizufdall YR Sl 21000 aBll x4 s
W2 Rel wr oS R0 Qell. Al Aws o 2144

1 @531 < |




(B ael ofle

Glet Rl ofsui 3is MUl o2 A3l AL -l
g td 2ol ol, Ctdl R yHu
(Blackheaded Munia)=tl +10lL 1" a(lor 310+l Ul
Glaruiell drs sdl. 43 £2 H2s1Hdl s2di 9150
W3 Fdlaw s2di &S wellai Gladl el qural
Al ell® dg-i Rl 194, el diel
R0Uscl, Hlel 2y Aol uall gl 1oy 4l
A0 A, 2l ugll Rl el AL yxd
R o8l 52l - olledl Hou [Adall ellaald a3
518, Al 8, 4 eIl (Purple Heron) 244 33¢
oLl ddlgsdl (White -breasted Waterhen).
ool Age oAl [RlueuHl diedl ¢
RUHRR YA 2lidL etan vl ol R w1

53 213 W ol FRetell. a3 3 Ade, d

8d ¢ 248, 1L (AR %32 A 264, swdl R &
'R 30 wr-otadl (Chestnut Bittern) Guzl
UALR Ut % def, 244 R(Ed 9y, 53] Udl §c4l
L EHEIR Y AL, Raimi groflell wivi-
il 5l A3 ARl ellag usdl wey. waAdldl
- 495 %S 200y dl d e HA W 525R4) (Great
Indian Reed Warbler). elladl dou 4ix yeidl
Avdl dr viedq daiefl-did o UL 2uilg sg.
2 A4S gid Hidlu sl araRisens-l well-
Aouel’ i 53¢ g asl dle U, d 240 dl AR
sie-l Yeusidl 6, uig A ualld Add AHAML

olletcll Mool Q Al ofiell cdll. o 24l uopeie -

53l Ul gl ddl Gean ‘ofy »lis dlag’ dut
eflri douell’ Hi ©. ALl 29l Yol usi
el 1l edl. 3wt a1 43 834, anis aadi
auisL el 212 ozl Y300 wir-e121¢ll (Chestnut
Bittern) 8. dldl R groflel Rl i dl d
G Rl 6. 53 cidl G4 s o Gadl.
W9l $qUe U3 Sl 4 3, “ala dur dl 53,
(Rl cal =l dl A2l A 77 ellsi Ran dura dl
arll @22 G Rl djAdl dlell udl (Basket)
vl Vlaia usdi ude, ool el 2R Sl
gal. MOl NYH AR o AUl sl ugléad
4 wiesl sl deel duladl, dt. adlmuel-l ‘o8

g Sfut ool aidl L ude a@uida B
Uig v Yosdri-l 3 ‘o1fy s A i 1.

R, wgHRRew ail @ 3, Al sedlHl

o Y30l wiet-otorell-l 3l ot a3l ude 39
HlE JLHLALL A 69,
dl. 31-9-03- A% 2l Ba-yRuzdl

s &3 €, epacty A RS yel

Wl o). Uell [l uHl iR YA Wl
el Gl duadl. Janiiofl uall Glsy. dui win
UFE AUril dodllol il s, AW 24 3
YR ust S, s 6 Ylofl wiredid) (Yellow
Bittern) 235Uzl (Rti 3o wdell Gl wA 43
2idd R A8l epaieidul R i 923

ozl usdl wdl. et grell-l MRid Rl &

el d GLY edl d dutaat Glst welui Glddl,
el d9l o e Ry destl’ siaald
U3 54 8d. dL uedli R, wellsiz, adeosidl

Acgsdl viot o QAR vy olladl sdl. 6 Al -

(414l s (Lesser Whistling Teal) A 23S

YA AU (Jacana) T QU YUR-

44l. Alds (Piedcrested Cuckoo) =il Hl8L ol ugL
Aerouyl, Yo wir-ororell- Hionl oroyiat o,
e A 1Ol sl Sl 2R UAIR Yal-l )
glenell Hioetl sl 2l €1y,

dl. 9-¢-03+{ yeusid Ylofl waodl-Al
ol g AuIR 4 o1l sl A ugllA Gladi vt Aul.
¥ wredl sisidi onan w2 Gl wdgHlRd
ML ofletdl nay ar dieiofl. gl wedl yaus
ygL 2lddl sal, o 215 ofloarll Ukl sl eddl. 2u
ot d-{l 2Aan (BuL (Courtship Display) dl. i
auid 53] Hlat wirl s35RUA Hieiedl, wryadl-l
o Ayl duR 4 L edt. dudfld Adigsd
(Brown Crake) ¥ a&eeold] ActLssddl Gl y2
Qlalarin Wad-aollg elviddl sdl. W5 535505l

(Ashy Wren Warbler) A4l 243l A&, - A

Al YR 2uenudl edl.
g [Bax ole elbnl sraum vidl, gl
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wiall etaidl, donnll =29 gow Ay, of e us %A,
AT VAAL BEngd e 21 933l el v, dL. -
¢-03L %6 Ay, ol R o wal well-u
on22l dedl edl. dldlaRl Yt @Ry, sclgl 4 Wl
sl vt (-l se ol Al diu. d dl =t
o Wl Gall 4 &4l war-Bul 2uiedl ea!

s1o{l8ls 2l (Black- necked Stork)

U o

212~ oM Al - ag urell vt G-
AU 28, 21l 8] ugll2llAL Al al el
dl. 3-g-03+L A% 2 U5, 100 ol 1uo-l
Al Al RAlél elds (Lesser Whisting Teal),
52l (Comb Duck), «ll-{l 3615l (Little Grebe) 541
ol Wlctuleit-{l odlort Mgl e edi wadl dl
(FRic A 5118, 518 2URM s edl. el el
A g3l ur 5l a-epdl (River Tern)-dl
HloURLEd Gl A, A% A% UiG (Blackwinged Stilt)
i sisenalddl -u-l siellel(Litte Ringed Plover)
B YRl ML Gl dol. 20 ddHd, 2 ad QR
wduidl o s1ofldls els sdt, wlell e 3l dud
gl amal wiw-1 ude sal edi. 2
g3, dl. 3-¥-03{l i a4l siysil
wienl Rl 7 2s 258 w2, o, il ucdl
alladl A8 oS AL, As swlldls 2ls s RAR
Gledl sdl. ol efleon wellui dl. % wellul edl
ddl o3 uivt 2l $53iadld v il ge5L
qRald, 23 54, M w4y, v URYA ¥g A
® 5 34 7 uig AR olie ¢id dd wellxidl 565
ussdl uuet sdl. ved 4, alsl wlis
Aaaal de Asuddl vs dd sdl, 214 @y,
P
o gl[altu slall-l wal, dlesofl-u ar
o GWR

ALSLeUL UWIR U2 eL-iLoLR+l
Yallslcd dric a2 v 31 Adl 28 sl
Ao ouey &, “ar-onrel wiell u Gl adi

Usdell S101L wellal £U GLSIR HIOLL oirledl 9.
Al %S Ay dl, Wil HRAS5 2UEFs a2, Gl
AIGEL U3, IR 4L 2131 201E YR el ) d-ll 2lis
YR R0 el eiwtidd Wil uR UL S19ll B8L sl
oflo Sl 95 MFlaeL sl 2174 dIR UR A8l edl.
d edl AGER. SR A SR DS 5354l
L 2l L el st Bat oie 200l 42 %S By dl,
QL vitell sl @21e101 HBAL olLE 9 HIHHL YAl
i ST Sl HoUHIAL o201 WAL AL
st stallA vam AR % dlell-il AR YR el
oiritellt et s el dudl: weal 6 [Bax
o, AL A3 242020l YR 21U AL 3 % Bis Hlal
sei dd sisll 2uedl. oA vastdl dd Hiou uR
Al o, Fl 2uogeug-l Avaeiy s1eRl w1
s34l oA 881 HAL

Als Hat3

-9, wiay &2y, ucy AlSERWee wid, steuss As, Arhe
. FESE3E

@ vellail-l 2uM- Al

uallaii-l i, Glug uily (Mandible)
2 flud wilbey 2 Al Astued] oietdl L 8,
¥ s Yuid AL Y. 2yl i ugllala AUl d
, ollel Al §55 28 RURA 3 - 5
st Adl €13 A 2L Al sHUl UB AL U B §,
ugllall vlials As@ s s WA 2oL A
U 1Y, dl ddl ol dld vl 4 asdi edl
? g i A WRRAR AR dlgdd dnaaml
yelladl, el ¥ o warkL €l © | 2l 2Rl
Bl wudd Al (Slik Cotton Tree ) BUR 1
BrAF 51918t (Jungle Crow) < A3l %l &dl,
e, Glug uilbiy aar wilruell A 219 Gur-l
Gl @ILGHOL YUOL YRl ARG &, M 9cti
S2L5L L st Hlel ale geHidl 3l 28l

Cudl. i, ol As sl 3 ¥ Gug wily

w5l (Sunbird)dl &4 A ds dendd 2
A3t uilbell dief e, d RiRredl slélaiel wiell
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(Jungle Crow)

D ik

e

(Jungle Babbler)

(Jungle Crow)

L

(Brahminy Myna)

@

(Homing Pigeon)

Q-‘? N wt& ﬁ.ﬁf&,fxus s el 967 A EG‘J“_QHE _

_Ewu

Yl 260 el 35 Adl % 51913 gL AUd olldA
yodell A, MG 2L AL il AL,

21 GuRid, 2L walFdlaw eRuun
a5 sueell AL (Brahminy Myna) A8 edl, ¥
Burd uily s+l F adg sq. U odi A
Alsal viles Aew 530 Wl edl.

2l Al adell winawy, e, wig

564dR AUUAAAL oYl ‘sAsAVHL B, ¥

vl dsdls W3 d H2 dudl d-dl »u addl
iy A stdl Al & A d ¢d Al eleu
ell Wk . - - -

2% o @d3l (Jungle Babbler) A d-ll
vl L Yot uiest GUR sed Y sd, Fel viA
wilbal M sl dion v s ol Qg
Rawi adel edl. qell avid Al Aui sl 2444
Ry 3, duell 21 wuHd A -l vl e
saaull uBAL o Aividl A el % sz e !

g 5§ d, el aial xRl

A4 ‘ﬁ;édat b -"_J.) Aon '1\;&-&-‘. <

i

-

Al 3 ol vor o w38 8. d waal »udl
Yiul 2UidRs &L (anatomy) u¥uxdl 3 S.
g 24 2l 2ididdid %-Ris (genetic), 3-
Rusiuaell vl (developmental deformity) % 516
QoL A ld 1l vl 0wl wdlA? (o :
aaiefl AR, 8L ME, U1, RN udidL ¥is 19)

Ayl YIvwet, e RIwls A3,
Ruidilee vils yoildile, $56d] wils wa-y, 4.4, 3RaRd, ade

ﬂ Wy oeadl logoll-it diel
GUELoL Sl WS

dl.3-¥-0+l A% uLie-l Aol
Rl 2udd s sRuwudl g exae -l
Gual suggl dlogsulleil iz GUR dasdl ussIIR
(Purple Sunbird)-ll 30l AL, @25l ctr-il U’
25 D3l UAUIRL ALEUNABL HG biitedl
wdl, % onllrell 2uaR 218 ge-ll GudA edl.
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g5t sRuauAl elall, Ray sl gell
A% Well sdl. gsirll seRAL ‘HUG-A
AN el WAL dR8 245 <l M2l gl edi,
2 9dl vuedl Hidd-ardl 922 ) oyl
ot g e ? (sl o R Wia grdl
AWSel WYL AHIY YAE Sl WY B, Hidd
€83 dlf 51081, dluu Fai Sl Yullael
at Hoell Acrdl, 2 3s sRavrRuA. -t JuRall
% 2ot seeell o Yl veladl wsia dx ed.
o [Adla sl aui $3i wuai AR, ot
el uall-l wHaryar Ay edl. di. 13-¥-03+u
A HAUHL 28 5L AS usiai. 2 el
E5LMER URL Add Mo Rl sl 21 el
Mgl 83l Aadl AS. dl. 20-¥-03-1L A% o1Ai
el A,

dl. -¥-02+L A% AL Ya+t §51dl
Holl cirell €92l Wil oily GUR ugl. gsirelR dA
AHdl w1l wiRs Aclui 44l 59 desiedl.
HOUMinAL st2ie S 4 o edl. Wi sl
- MARYAR 8 A M2 gairte R AdIHi 25 s sul
ol Mol ysall a2 yddl Mg AR e
oA wagiadld 53 ag &y,

dl. e-y-or-iL A% Fdaw s
HAML 2L arRual AAdl. WY HieL st 2us
Al g5tEIRL sda L, Beati A2 Rauell,
HABAL oi2aiq, 215 Asdl (House Sparrow)
a v sl edl. sads How Gur dl
535 o2l Gu wia wdl gudl sdl edl. o
anidl ol aselln guensll oyt ¢dl ?

HIL oirdat {2 dlogeflel diRell 2uH1R
adly Gualloy sl €ly ddl sl ofla ol
5 seRenaa-dl wesn ‘Cd siGy’ WA Al
2l gl R el 2l wABAR el
GlaLSH el dl.3-¥-03+l % Higln 2L dir-l
2URAIRA HODL sletiadl RS, 4 HoUHE AR ollE
2L YR 2L gl 247 A AR 2R, HUEL 61 VLS

wUUdl sdi. el st 14-20 $eHl 2idd
ollade, 51, 21ells, dlud adl-i 9al 8, dau

tocll cllopellril iz GUR vieami AssWNARN Wl

Sy oirtedl ¢l ? (ol : [Ador vis-2, a3, ofly-
(e, WLE  HYR BRoll e [QdaL ueiaL s ¢, ut.oe:
Bous €d.)

g dieidani vall2- wa

G-%ellsS, 003 eARYLA A8l quid
dicidd doua (ueiedl v Bl €2, WiRuR
qeR wd)l yausid dldl. a3l yuR adl,
2@del yietell o I el adudal it
AU G dal vuu, uallaiial Aol o) edl.
walluil s oiAaain, 30 Aqami ¥ eia
IECRCETETREIE RIS

dl. 11-€-03L A% doua -ws-l 22l
oqa-{l 319 Gy Jlus (Golden Oriole) +il il
Aul. Ysi sl qeedl o-1dal 21 el oA
ctal a2l GIRL el 2o *iet vall A3g dlaill
S3ill v ool st «Adl. Aldl iyl 42 el
o Wl 2. d-l A As fas ef, ¥ ad
B3l Aadl et vasie (courtship feeding)
$3l GLAL 2. ol U 20 s+l GlusR sdl
2 1A well e, dll YA sdl.

ol A ninel-l 31a Gy s
st slall (Black Drongo) «il il sdl. d
Ylos sianell eds Ml oAl 2id? edl, Hous S:i
3 ozl QS astat Al wondl e o sbal
Slall gat, % wiisiel-l 98 U QAL Hddl 5131,
sasf@uL 4912 uallalia ReAR s3 &2 el
&t GuR 3531 3l ~UAR (Whitebrowed Fantail
Fiycatcher) 28, U3, dsll 1ol 2wl 4l

| L a0l U2 As Bl viaR Rall
oUda GUR, dl. -9-2003+L A% As Ylus-l

Hal Al HoUHL As o2 od. el 2w

2l 31el vl GuRid =y yai s RAa

e igor a3
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Hoyl, YlasHl 0 Aoul 2093 29 H{lAL 2id2
ey 25 22l olq o GuR st Sl 2ol A,
wouni uell ddg eg. A4l @R oue d Gl adl
Wil 6 oA RS wsiaL,

UM, oL U siBaL Slell dal Ylas
A (H2s) ol eiriddl Bae. i Houdl
UAUIA §35clL 519131, sesl@ur a9 uallaiiel] e9esaus
cl, dal dil g elsdl sl Slalla s
RAARL 518 535 Wl Al €1, Ax e,

st Sl eidd o GURid vy
wellalldl Ho uat Ry, % 210 % 98 GuR
gdl. qa-l A GUR s ol1dd il Hiol
gdl. d¥i 6l 51011 (Common Myna) Elbiet ddl
AS. U A gl L el gl F- SR Gulal
sl 13 59 .

{13l 15 310 Gur dle (Ring Dove) it
ol A4l d slall- Honel 204l 2id? edl.
dMl 2s gldl Gi2el sdl.

Awsdl ol g0 Gur diesl dldl (Red
Turtle Dove) «il H1oll AL, 215 uall HHi e
aylz ofl%, IO A5 31 GUR 6i3d Rl

2L % qai-ll 2is Al QA4 sofl el
AR ol 2t wiellell 2ueR A8y L.l Glus
L. 21 3190l GUR ¢d4id (Redvented Bulbul) Wldi-iL
el seiedl edl. wousi As gy uell 3g ed.
L] A3 eue sjesid il QL. d-il oL olig,
s PRl 51913 (Jungle Crow) d 319 GuR i)
5l 2 AL Sl 2Ll ddaR -l
BL5eH 125 AL, 519131 Bl WH] it GUR ABel
s slell2l dn g2 edugl. sBL Slel- oflw
el o el sl usel qiR Al

sl ol 25 eell suqul 2 Gur
5ol sisAAR (Black Ibis) «ll HIGD . MUl
A yalll sl 2ol el Glusu dlatell i
83l A asta «dl. : '

aleidarl wHell dsHL -l doud Gur
@l g2l euan Gu Yaudl (Baya) +il dR Fedl
W Aul. U4 Ad o Ayel sdi, sl
oLSlL 241 el 22l euan donasdl si3 gl
{2 wiell eq. Hiou oud ad-L €y A g ed.
Houl 2uury dedl iy Fedl 3ol 2.
A2l Hogeis sl dieidl edl. Jzells Yadladl
VAL HWUAL BIAAL AL Widalel M sl odl.
el eaa Gur yardl Ry wai adel (Jungle
Babbler) €di. Uldi{l Ng(@ul Hod dai 21
ugllailad As e 43 sul, @l Ad
i 6199 GUR WIMRL (Rat Snake) 2uile. ualluil
Hi2t vy Au-l Hy saledl edl. wiedoll A asdl
gl A, 15U YRLlAL el ML dRs
uyLel Al ALY, s oA dleoudq, d-ll
opeflel AU dal viell des e 59,
e o2yl 3 83l Al landll d ol Ml ds
aufl 2 el w2l viLs Al Hadl d AL silao
GuR vl ag. 2wl Houninl §31 dal el

Al o 8, .

AL el 2eur Bl AL vidl
gleixRaL (Typha) Gur <la Fedl wi-yadl
(Blackthroated WeaverBird) A, dil ULl Wi+t
Yl el 2014 & winizgadli- sieneRuixi

Sy el Aol sdi A8, Mol el

uBuL ag edl.

i 2l eiaarll sio GuR wUBuidl eal
ARy dlARUL (Wiretailed Swallow) L. 1L U4l
AU YA cll, PUR GLSlAL o2l gddi. D5 o s
“2 U553l (Purple Sunbird) - #dl. d
dARuULAL aiefl Yeodl vill auq edusan-l et
5l el AU AsSURAAL {1l euidl A,

ﬂ. dicida amayi vellorail
dl. 1¥-8-2003+ A% didad dula-l
yesid e e valowddl v yau 8. 1l
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61216l (Purple Heron) ¢, 518{l st2tell (Pond Heron)
-1¢, &R GIEL (Cattle Egret) 30, il 6216l
(Little Egret) ¢, {lu{laix s (Painted stork) 1Y,
il s{5RA1R (White Ibis) 4O, stoll sisRAR
(Black Ibis) 4., il 5{$21412 (Glossy Ibis) U3,
AL (Spoonbill) ©0, *i2l €% (Greater Flam
ingo) ¥e¢, -l R eids (Lesser Whistling
Teal) 2000, +152l (Comb Duck) YO, AR
(Sarus Cranes) 3, %¥3Hl (Watercock) 3, «ld
%EHRHL (Purple Moorhen) 33, Adyv weuinR
(Pheasant-tailed Jacana) 122, [22L{] (Redwattied
Lapwing) <€, $L0l %aMi%2 (Bronzwinged
Jacana) 3, %43 (Indian moorhen) 3, Ui
(Blackwinged Stilt) ¢, 51931l alstaiel (Whisk
ered Tern) 4, seLs{@ul (Whitebreasted Kingfisher)
1, dlRYE dRUBUL (Wiretailed Swallow) 2.

AUl 21y Hlofl siseul W s win
elz ddl edl. 24 sis@uR douami Qe a4l
WAL 21 abdl edl dan viias adl sdl.
drfl uiega 315 GlR01916) (Cattle Egret) Anl 2Rl
gedl, 2 siser-l dauael Glidl waid-il
el Gstadl gell. donasi eddls ol ua odl, %
33let uirigél (Water Hycinth) U201l edl. Wi
UL SROPIAIA BRI SsRAY ARl
auid W sdl, udg eratel -l wiesa o uddl
gol. A Ad Walni 2R dal Qsex’a
AL Al LA HAAdL R6IAN, dolaul
el g1l dla odi, ol siseriRa vigudl
Fal-dl WA UL A ™A el

doitadi wius 12 sdl wel g
- wadRdl (Purple Moorhen) il U4l Jaells oizai
A8 guts. e wayell-ii sy uellall sadi
clert el dil 2uadl sl 331 o0 Aai vi yelwiln
WL Bl Jatell edl. 32dls la rarHlu

wouni a3dl tuus. 2 o well qwd w1

al, dl UAgH Y81 Uiredl sAal el

g Alsdt-l ‘Areolls’ i Aol
HLol

2iRiel ‘Oud Alseuz yFafidl,
‘ouls2le dolRedl’l 20l Gu el 2447 s
alsiled usllu: (Nestbox) daldel 8. dl. 39-3-
2003 % Aol (Spotted Owlet)d axi [l
sl A, Rlae sdl, AL 291 31 Ao e,
L Yl bl 6lLsAUL 51612 HIoll el s, Qell
alrtt MLl 5% olLsuHT HHeAl o UL Sl 2
Yol d-fl GuR 31 35Ul dl. R olle, €2 6
Radl A2 (da avd) 214 i (ar awvud
wAURL) uell dul uoud Flaw a3 s, 2
e(Ruit Yo wall ol S: Aagd Ay, S Aadl
auid d 88 Add g, %R wal S Al ol
2§25l 3 21 ugll dad o wounidl QL S
UL 0 el 8 GuR %S dug A
ARSI 3 ysd. sA2s 13 GuR A feidlail
euldl. il s wder el edl. sl Bax
Yl B30 Acaud s 2w, dl. 1e-y-03 - A 6
Baiiell {lsfiet ol B 1oul ol Hflog 5§ 2
% s, Bl 612 50 Al 21 5314 2w @R
udl oS sl 6§ vielld Rt dn 2ysl RsRid sted
HAL, i B3 de{lasiinL 2Ry deisst s2PUL
S A8 s, dx ARy, - & Siimiell Hshai
ol il oity el dar dudl 992 Gu ude
downy Mol edl. dl.1¢-¥-03l A% HOUHL 35
% o133 e UL 6llog 122 Beuy Al sz Houl
otelR 51El vadis s dl d=it adlz Gu ARl
s ude SUoll (Maggots) 2l Mt el
waulyds Suoll g2 53, el W 28e %l
523 52 530, ol W1s 54l A1 o 59 oumi
ysy. (g e sei 2u SuedA Iy Yoy iy
el.) R elle, st AR GuR Suo ey Al

dl. e-y-or- Yl Mo Rl ag
v e el oA % wils vadag, duid
adl 21 4g Jeds 2uousi wdl 1. it vilus Aset
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s30 Hosiell g2 sul. ya uell eiiA fedl, st
A, GeR a9 vadiad. i GuRid, viiaisuisdl
ERRuL w311 Jees ol waL Hou,

dl. 13-4-0-L A% tzuiA Al uay ar

Aol etelz SRy vivel-l du u 43¢ RY.
21 well uivil 5531l Gl MU 53 ed. 5
% et Uall ust e AL einl walluil Ao yHl cidel
i, ol [Rarell o122 3 ya uall S16 2rl Adl.
flerdl2 o1t ¥y i o5l 12211 G el
2i[As1 A, w4

y. Asllser Y., oudl fdla de., Aisie 3¢ 110.
AR E

mf sefl-l Hol

‘[adorl alm-2002 - 2is Hodl, AUl
U2 o2t =l dv il qell Rl a2,
¢ HIReL OHl eI 53 ¢§ A ualldl ¢,

HiaL g+l el o Gu 3yl
aLssi-ll 218 el [ vilv] Hogoid dld el aestde
6. 2 ol MG B, AL 19 wel et B, U
vl asellzil s ol a3 d 2 ydl el
[e2ual, uig Us vl naual W2 elgdll o
S ollousR s-215 AL WA G-l &, udg
2L LY WML YR §5d 28 % Asal-Asdla so
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m' White - throated Munia

White-throated Munia which commonly
nests in sparse scrub forest was seen nesting on
a Citrus limon ( Family - Rutaceae, Local Name -
LIMBU) tree, in Gujarat State Fertilizers &
Chemicals Limited (GSFC) township, Fertilizer
Nagar, in the backyard of our quarters no. 731/D,
where | have been staying for the past 10 months.
The tree was about 2.50m. tall and the nest was
at a height of 2m. The nest was constructed on a
fork of a secondary and tertiary branch of the tree

‘well inside the canopy. The nest opening was

facing the east direction, which had 100 % canopy
cover above and 60 % canopy cover around the
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nest. The visibility was 20 % from the east, 10 %
from the west, 95 % from the north and 90 % from
the south. The selection of a nest site on a thormny
tree species is to avoid the attack from terrestrial
predators like mongoose, domestic cats and so
on, while the cover above the nest acts as an
escape cover from aerial predators. '

The nest was dome shaped, mainly
comprising of grass { Eragrostis Sp., Family
Poaceae, Local Name - Charchariyu), which forms
the outer side of the nest. This was interspersed
with threads, twigs, feathers and dry faecal matter
on the outer wall of the nest. Dry cotton was used
to line the inner walls of the nest with more cotton
padding at the bottom and floor of the nest. This
would ensure a soft substrate to the chicks in
addition to the warmth it would provide.

Two birds probably a male and a female
(could not be identified, as they look alike) were
seen visiting the nest everyday. Since the birds
were always around the nest, it was not possible
to ascertain whether there were hatchlings inside.
The birds were seen-around the nest for about 15
days. It is very evident that this species has
developed a survival strategy for itself and its
chicks by selecting thorny species for its breeding.

| am very much grateful to Mr. Pankaj Joshi
(Research Biologist) for identifying the grass
species and Dr. Justus Joshua (Scientist -
~ Ornithology & Wildlife Biology) for going through
the manuscript and suggesting relevant changes
and providing encouragement.

Birds seen in & around Gomati
Pond, Dakor

During my visit to Dakor town, which is

.36 kms away form Anand, on 22nd December ot

2001, ! listed following birds in & around Gomati
pond area.

Birds in Gomati pond :

Little Cormorant - 12, Pond Heron - 5, Wood
Sandpiper - 8, Purple Moorhen - 4, Whitebreasted
Waterhen - 4, Little Grebe - 18, Little Egret - 3,
Median Egret - 2, Pheasant - tailed Jacana - 2,
Black Ibis - 5, Common Sandpiper - 4, Marsh
Sandpiper - 2, Redshank - 2, Greenshank - 2,

Bird Species Status / Remarks

Yellow - cheeked Tit Frequent
Alpine Swift Sighted once
Dusky Crag Martin -do-

Crested Buntng Frequeht

The Cuckoo Common on hill-

tops, breeding ?

Brown Rock-Chat
Yellow-Eyed Babbler

Common, breeding
In Lantana
hedges, breeding ?
Return Passage
Return Migration

Kashmir Roller
Piedcrested Cuckoo
Spotted Munia
Rufous-bellied Babbler
Indian Scimitar Babbler
Green Munia

Only call heard

Riverine area-
grass mosaic,
interior forest

Not uncommon,
heard regularly
Seen at a pond,
one sighting

Grey Junglefowl

Whitenecked Stork

Blackwinged Stilt - 11, Redwattled Lapwing - 23.)
Birds flying over the area:

Wiretailed Swallow - 8, Red rumped Swallow - 5,
Whitebreasted Kingfisher -1

Hiren Soni
Gujarat Institute of Desert Ecology (GUIDE)
 erEas

Bird - watching at Mt. Abu.
Some Interesting Observations

From 6th to 9th September, 2002, | had
the opportunity to watch birds of Mt. Abu thanks to
a beautiful camp - site and varied nature trails in
the interior forest areas. Mt. Abu has sub-tropical
forests with evergreen trees of Jamun and
preponderance of wild mangoes. It is an important
area for studying bird distribution in the country.
The following birds (considered as important and
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interesting sightings) were recorded during
casual bird - watching.

The check - list made over three and a
half days was over sixty birds. The areas covered
were Guru Shikar, Achalgadh, Orya village
precincts and nearby forest areas. The existing
threats to avifauna are, ( i ) invasion by the exotic
shrub - Lantana, (ii) damage to the natural forest
by excessive grazing and (iii ) unregulated tourism
and its side effects. Although parts of Mt, Abu fall
under the Mt. Abu Wildlife Sanctuary, many areas
outside the Sanctuary are better than those within.

However, the good signs that are visible include,
(i) agriculture without or with a low use of
pesticides and fertilizers. (ii ) relatively good state of
some interior forest patches and (jii) priority given to
pasture development by the farmers. Proper
documentation of avifauna is missing and needs
attention. In this regard, monitoring of its avifauna by

bird-watchers would be useful. (ﬂ‘ﬂld CIUERIRIE
Aee RdR Sl it Dadl wia s4 8. - 4.)

Pranav Trivedi
18, Sukomal Flats, Ramdev Nagar, Ahmedabad
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#1  Afew Random Comments

It was so heartening to read the
comments of my dear revered friend Lavkumar
Khachar in the Varsha 2002 issue of 'Vihang',
which gives me the inspiration to type these lines.
He must have been in a great good form. while
writing them. It was also a matter of satisfaction
for me that by and large he has touched upon
issues similar to the ones that | have tried to
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emphasise in my article in Gujarati, just posted to
Dr. Bakul Trivedi. An impression goes round that |
am a great expert on birds, and recently in a function
in Bombay a real expert in his own right described
' yours sincerely' as his ‘guru’ ! | however know my
limitations in the field of ornithology. If any one
dispassionately compares Lavkumar's knowledge
and experience with mine it would be very apparent
that he could score over me at any time. It is true
that both of us started our studies of birds attender
ages, but the advantage Lavbhai had over me was
in the expert guidance and teaching of
Dharmakumarsinhji, where as | am almost
selftaught. Apart from all that, he (Lavkumar) has
had opportunities of seeing and studying birds in
all manner of biotopes as also ecosystems right
from the snowlines of the Himalayas down to the
sea level.

Writing about field notes and proper
identification of aves, | am reminded of my own
experience in the plantation of Vijay Vilas palace
near Mandvi. While taking a stroll there, one day
after lunch, | saw a thrush on the ground foraging
for food among the fallen dry leaves. It was not at
all shy and allowed close approach, allowing me
to note the colour pattern of its plumage. | did not
have my notebook with me nor binoculars, but |
thought | had made sufficient mental notes to
enable me to identify the bird concerned. However
| failed to do so. Thatis why in my above mentioned
Guijarati article | have advised keeping a note -

book and pencil besides a pair of binoculars. If

one fails to note down the salient features of new
birds seen, then later on, coming back home, one's
memory can play ducks and drakes with ones
attempts of identifications ! That is why | never
advocate rushing in to print on seeing a new

species, and this fact is coroborated by Lavkumar -

in the case of the Green Cochoa seen by him.
This self - imposed restriction is the essence of
the science of ornithology.

The old established practice or rule was to
collect specimens of any new bird that was seen.
The very idea of taking a life even for the sake of
science is abhorant and yet, how-so-ever
reluctantly, | collected the Haircrested Drongo and
the Greyheaded Flycatcher to establish my

credentials as a reliable birdwatcher ! It is better
to shoot them with a camera and that is why it has
been my practice now to strongly advise the taking
of photos of new birds seen.

| may mention here that | am a staunch
adherent to what | call ' the Salim Ali doctorines'
(except ofcourse collecting specimens) and
having mentioned self-imposed restriction and so
on, it would be appropriate to give examples of the
attitude of that great ornithologist in given
circumstances. While on visits to the Great Rann
of Kutch to study the Flamingos Dr. Salim Ali came
across Little Gulls (Larus minutus), but how
cautious he was in confirming their identity could
best be described in his own words from the
Journal of Bombay Natural History Society (Vol. 71
No. 3, pp. 609 - 10) ! The heading of his note is' ?
The Little Gull, LARUS MINUTUS PALLAS in Kutch
' ( note the question mark !) . In the note he says :
' On visits of the Great Rann of Kutch in April 1956,
April 1957, March 1960 and again as recently as
January 1974, | observed rather distant flocks of a
puzzling Gull which struck me at the time could, by
all rules of the game, be no other than the Little
Gull, Larus minutus, Pallas. | did not publish this
earlier in view of the extreme paucity of records
and lack of conviction on my own part. However on
the latest visit to the Rann (23/24 January 1874), |
was able to watch a fairly large flock sufficiently
closely to support my earlier conjecture, though
confirmation must still await a specimen. If an
expert of international fame, that Dr, Ali was, did
not rush to a conclusion inspite of the fact that he
had correctly identified the Gull concerned would
it be proper for lesser mortals to hastily add birds
to our lists ?

And finally, while | am on the sub;ect of
identification of birds, | would earnestly suggest
that Lavbhai should publish some hints on the
recognition of birds in a serial form for the benefit
of the readers of ' Vihang' and if at a later stage
these are published in book form, | have no doubt
it would prove to be his valuable gift for posterity.

M.K. Himmatsinhji
Julilee Ground, Bhuj

igo ¢
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