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1 -12481 (Whitespotted Fantail Flycatcher),
w3 60A Ul Yrs0l 22lalon SLs Al Hllas Feal

[RY]

- ¢[3ud (Green Pigeon) i, stallni useudl siall
" (Whitebellied Drongo) »4c1R el g¥ildl.

adluoil diuz (Large Parakeet){l w1l
A1 a@ll. 4F (Blossomheaded Parekeet)
wsl edl. vl Ridl=tl (Grey Hornbill), 331
(Tickell's Blue Flycatcher), eRd-ld nindluz
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wiuRL, 1oL, (A, s sadd vl ed. rtcuér{l
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1, G4 (Paradise Flycatcher) 2 (otollu1i) |

R-12-0%, g5ML Aol (L. o4%) i & Adivt
512[PUL {White-eyed Pochard) 8. o % Bad &z

W (dlo)ul 1 DlaRR (Mallard) S,

¥ 21404 AYEA (Barheaded Goose) 5294
Codl. £-92-03+1L Ay Rewuaer 3 (dl.
Yisdl)ul 2AA nadl a8 yeusid ddl
wgdul vs Al dal woll, 2 uall somi
AR B, du{l 21016 it IsHIcL M B, dL.
g-19-¢ol Ay wddl. AR w5 Al 24 A
2Y¥ (Young) well 84, d dvid WL Huid ghsion
gdl, FH LAY 8, 2 1w ol vl wdey
walliin 5294 591 sold €lai 9.
¥ sdl -um, Aal s3dl, {sini 2R
dl. 12-9-03L A% (AL uallall i,

Al €% (Lesser Flamingo) 1000+, Hl2l &% -
(Greater Flamingo) ¢00 + , dldlel Qg
(Dalmatian Pelican) £, ?_l,ﬁt‘ﬂ P (Rosy Peiicaﬁ)
e0, s1ulluy 2132 (Blacktailed Godwit) 1000,
Gletélais (Avocet) 4200+, -l dldiudt (Marsh
Sandpiper) 90, 2Adl43L (Redshank) R00.

- 1¥-1-03, 2l dala(dL.oe) i ¥ ool
YL (Ruddy Shelduck) dal 6L udeny 2214

(Whitetailed Lapwing) A8,

1¥-9-03+1l A% 3gMldl 3 Gu 30
uellzil sui. daisll Gl (Rosy Pelican) 200,
A&l Y2l (Dalmatian Pelican) 2, L2241 ais
(Openbill Stork) 20, 12l €9 (Greater Flamingo)
oz, Wl By, so15l (Great Crested Grebe) ¥,

L HL2L HMaL (Great Blackheaded Gull) 14

U-9-03-L 2% Hidedl-l du@uz dviasi

= » e [ i v,
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¥4 dalefliel (Rosy Pelican) A9, 21 GuRid
URAWAHI oL (1Y) AR (Booted Eagle) dal
215 4841 (Honey Buzzard) “A4l.

211 % [Bad 3541ad] LU (Rukmavati Creek)
BUR ¥ welevt (Oystercatcher) dat »1s 12l oll2al
(Grey Plover) Ayl

1¢-1-03+1 A sl 31 (aruizdl) Gur
AL wellail Aal. awidl By gesl
(Greatcrested Grebe) 2, 5% (Common Crane)
9, 5352 (Demoiselle Crane) 19, steidl s1uL
(Tufted Pochard) £0, A\U3{lq (Darter) ¥
% soui alaxuixn sl ad nuy iy

1¢-3-03+1 2% El8lHlL 2UH daldHi 6
dlaid 51Ul (Redcrested Pochard) %l »il
529+l A UM AN B, 2L Guid, ldlR
(Mallard) ¢, AUalla (Darter) 4 dal Aidldl ust
(Dalmatian Pelican) 1 Aul.

dl. 1¢-1-03+1 Ay Hidl dl@&l-ﬂ A%
33 GuR {12 uaflal ol

QLC—LLC*R oLl (Rosy Pelican) €00, Al Ut
(Dalmatian Pelican) ¥, §1élaia ¢ls (Openbill
Stork) 04, ¥1él 1Y) 3014 (Greatcrested Grebe)
e, ydalla (Darter) 2, £% (Common Crane) 3.

dl. 2U-1-03-1L Ay AR 3 (dt
Hizdl) Gur 1Al walldl .

41ldl Ugl (Dalmatian Pelican) ¥, déleil
Y8l (Rosy Pelican) £, 649l<l old4 (Ruddy
Shelduck) &, 5352 (Demoiselle Crane) ¥,
AMHR 9134 (Short - toed Eagle) 1
% yaldig sl vellRdaw :

“dl. ©-3-03, wHdl Boll : Bieladt o,

ol vl qeregAd voll, EA dind.

Aol gl ¢ 21l gl (Sand - dune)

e 2094 89, 2l el e 2uddl

£, oMl viel 23 o 69, w1l gHAl |2l (Large

Grey Shrike ) 2, -l 21%clel (Small Minivet) ¥,
il 415941 (Common Woodshrike) 1 AL

sadl g2l © v wowl elalldl (Kentish
Plover) d&l ALl C{lt'LULCﬂ(Little Tern) -l LUl
2310 Alrdeal 8. »1dl 2Adldl 1l (Dalmatian
Pelican) 2, HlUll awetadl (Gullbilled Tern) 10,
soldvl (Oystercatcher) 10, -l wldl
(Whimbrel) 4, =il awetadl (Little Tern) 4, 12l
24el (Crested Lark) 4, stofldls €imdl (Lesser
Blackbacked Gull) €, 12l €% (Greater Flamingo)
20, 4313 ugllall AL, 2Ll 218 s6id 614l (Grey
Heron) AL, %ril wdLoLalell el % 390 §5d Hogeint
Bl % Al 4o &, '

SOUELEL 3 : Aaiell YL (Rosy Pelican) 30,
s1(lYyg9 21331 (Blacktailed Godwit) YO, Hlel &%
(Greater Flamingo) 3, Uluflui &ls (Painted Stork)
10, g“er ( omman Crane) 44, UHAL (Spoonbill)
10. :

wollR HA1R ¥4 @ Hlel 8% (Greater Flamingo)
YO, %353 (Demoiselle Crane) ¥, Glaél A
(Avocet) R, aliglell el {Brahminy Duck) =, SIS
(Shoveller) €0, 412 (Gadwall)20, 51617l s (AL
(Tufted Pochard) ¥.
¥ dl. 23-3-034 A AL Wlet L disld
(L. ¢1or) v s 243 (Magpie Robin) %Y. il
yefl s%oMl wded 9, uig sd d-l Avainl 81zl
Adl AU D

dl. 23-3-031L A% ULl eUAH] 215 g4
(Paradise Flycatcher) w1 214 -2 (Subadult Male)
Al 214391 (Tickell's Blue Flycatcher) 24l il
1Ml w 1810 2ls (Openbill Stork) , 10 U3l
(Darter) del 3 ®[BUl (Honey Buzzard) L. i<l
ALA 2 [AA U4l gl _

dl. 30-3-03L %W HHMU2 %5 UHRR
e, (Blackheaded Bunting) L.

o (2o g54I-L douanl (el cuuﬂ

£l wuiaR wall»iMl el (Shoveller) 10, -l
w2ulell (Common Teal) ¥, stoflyss. a3l
(Blacktailed Godwit) 3, Aléldl UL (Dalmatian °

..f‘c{@:ﬂl S _ I
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Pelican) 1, eusldl dd«il (Wood Sandpiper) 4
Aul. @l douadl +es sudel HlaBiR- qa
(Guz 52l (Shikra) A Hioudl daidl s2dlL eaul. 6
cpuidl e uorHl Uoll @sS ol oAl Hidl e »ilE-
WiHe gl

dl. £-%-03+ 3aHldl 3 (dL.ey)l, »A(F-
wine Al yeustddl Al 2oiudi vellatl

15T
Wlel €% (Greater F1ammgo) %0, rLL'{l

SLSAAUR (Glossy Ibis) U, s18lAY &ls (Openbill

Stork) €, (B4l (Honey Buzzard) 1, AlYMIR 2138
(Short - toed Eagle) 2.
_ - wildeaia a3
ot A, H{ER WA, HIUIYR, &Y 390 00
BT

2l U dy ¢!

el il Usdl sallZuIHi dite sl
AR, ool a-tuld Gur wiell-i &lui euafl il
edl. 25 dldal €ldl (Spotted Dove) €418+l
ugion Ul Grudl Gurdl §85 ussdl €ld dg
oY, Ul GUR vl dlds i 59 ed ¥ T, M3g
YAl Beudl Gu ol win 2018 edl cal, weell-i
AUl A e, 20l wie Guad wsll ldl egl Ag
M 59

A993 2. SI512.

et 230, 3., 28
(T D)

dactel-l ARpwn :
dl. 2¢-U-03+1L 2% A, Yl e 21
5135 Alsl2 A @irmalw aedl AR Lﬁ.cﬂ
1531 (Shikra) Al ‘A’ 53¢, %+l Hawol .

sy oyl

qé Huo-l Hudl
GlrusS (»11a12)
ollaldoie flaBl  yoszz 3
Mlaoprtt HdlaBdlz 3042 2
el dlFuza UezlsiRd AU se =3
e elled ez qusge 1

o o P

il A vy wellstsl v 530 sy
Gedvet, %=1l gl 21 el .
1. 19 -3-0%, dadit dletdl 422 2541 (Stone

Curlew) +iL =L, ¥4l ol B4l.

1. v¢-v-03, a1l Raldl(vellow-wattlied
Lapwing)-ll HIUTL el 6L 530, dedlai-viadl-l,
IRl

3. 20-8-0%, Ulas (Golden Oriole)ril LUl dail
AR oA, Azt (s [Qaiadsl S il

el oAl gl , Al dal 5135 Alsia wed

g S UL el AR,

Y. 9-9-0R § 5135, dal o Al duid LU
34l ¢dll. i 35 WsHIR(Lesser Florican) wiL H3+
;acu Ul. HIEL L guLs.

- dvid dLHL o e a{g\a (Syke's Crested
Lark) AL MU L ARt S5 oL,
9., 4-9-02 daelRl-i viRleuMl, Hidl 4ie (Syke's

"Crested Lark) ~il MLl d2ll >@L oizul Al

¢. 11-9-02 dadlel wiedl a2 siddl Al
qaiadlm, sodl (Little Grebe)"ﬂ Y0 dul s
830y,

2Alg alat

¥. 23-2-0% WAL (Indian Courser)ril HIOUL

asflyzi, g4R1% A8, YR 33001

(AT

Qf Titbits for Indian Robin
For the last two days Indian Robin
(Saxicoloides fulicata) was very vocal in my
courtyard. This is not the season of their mating.
On 27th Dec., 01 at about 01 o'clock in
the noon, a male alighted on the compound
wall. Near the wall there is a white ant mound.

‘Some of the termites in the process of

increasing the height of the mound came out &
were exposed to the sun. The male robin started
picking termites one after other. | started

“counting his picks.

After a while female also arrived there &

started picking termites. She was tossing her

g0l 9o
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tail up & down. The male flew earlier after lifting
29 termites or so. female continued her job for
some time & left after 27 picks or so.

While both the birds were active, there
seemed to be no panic on the part of termites
exposed. Few were seen on the surface of the
mound even after the birds left.

Mr. Digamber Gadgil
39, Anandvan Colony, College Road, Nashik.
CDNDNTD

Uncommon sighting of
Common Shelduck (Tadorna
tadorna) in Dandi, Dist.Navsari
It was a chilled winter morning on_ 1st
December 2002. We were watching winter
migratory water birds at wetlands of Nani Kakrad

area of Dandi Village, Navsari. district, about’

15km south from Navsari. Several hundreds of
waders, ducks, teals and terns were observed.

At around 09.00 a.m., we were watching
large flock of Gullbilled Terns and River Terns

perched on a small island, about 80- 100 feet -

away from us. One quite bigger whitish bird
was also seen resting there. At first sight, we
considered it for some 'Gull', but-on careful
observation it was identified as Common
Shelduck. The bird was very beautiful, chiefly

whitish with chestnut coloured band over

breast. Colours were very bright, suggesting
male gender. The bird was silent. We observed
it for at least one hour. And then it flew away
from us with a flock of Terns, probably to avoid
Marsh Harrier's attack.

Almost all reference books have mentioned
that, " it is a very rare / casual / uncommon
winter visitor" as its status. Its distribution and
status in South Gujarat is not well known.
Ruddy Shelduck is a known common resident
in South Gujarat, but sighting of Common
Shelduck in this part is really uncommon and
definitely a rare event. : :

Birds in wetlands of Dandi
Wetlands of Nani Kakarad area of Dandi

Village, Navsari District are some of the richest
places for water birds in South Gujarat. The
area is estimated to be 3-4 sq. km.,stretching
between Navsari and Onjal Village. Itis on right
side of the road, just 3 km before the Onjal
village. Basically it is a part of Dandi village.
Because of its typical terrain, saucer
shaped, low lying flat area, these wetlands are

- covered with potable rainwater for at least five

to six months of a year. The area is hardly 1-2
km away from the sea coast, but sea water is
not reaching this area even in high tide.

These welands have been given on lease
for Lobster' (Homarus gammarus) breeding. The
area has been divided into small rectangular
ponds by earthen bunds (pala), on which we
can walk and observe birds on either side. Very
Small area is covered by Prosopis and Salvadora *
plantations.

No human habltatlon is seen nearby, S0
minimal disturbance is noted, except few
sightings of illegal bird poaching and trappings.

‘Many migratory birds visit these ‘wetlands.
Serveral thousands of waders, ducks, teals and
terns are seen, which comprlse main groups of
the birds. '

| feel these wetlands prowde an important
landing site to winter mlgratory birds in South
Gujarat.

On 1st December 2002 we visited these
areas early in the morning, at 7-00 am and
observed birds till noon.

List of birds, with their number (in the
bracket), sighted in these wetlands,
Common Shelduck (1), Black Stork (1), Greater
Flamingo (two groups, one of about 50 birds
and another of about 80 - 100 birds), White -
tailed Lapwing (1), Common Crane (5), Avocet
(100 +), Redshank (100 +), Greenshank (8-10),
Wood Sandpiper (3), Gull- billed Tern (100 +),
Grey Heron (12), Purple Heron (4), Painted Stork
(16), Pintail (100+), Spotbilled Duck (12- 15),
Mallard (5), Gadwall(3), Wegion (50-60),
Shoveller (100 +) Common Pochard (20 -30),
Coot (1000 +), Purple Moorhen (1), Pheasant -

| i (e 11 J |
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tailed Jacana (3), Blackwinged Stilt (1000+),
Red-wattled Lapwing (8-10), Blacktailed Godwit
(10-12), River Tern (100+), Little Cormorant (50-
60), Little Grebe (20-25), Cotton Teal (30-35),
Intermediate Egret (80-90), Little Egret (100+),
Spoonbill (4), Pond Heron (100+), Greater
Spotted Eagle (8-10), Marsh Harrier (80-100),
Black - winged Kite (4-5), Indian Shikra (1),
Pariah Kite (1), Bluethroat (8-10), Collared
Bushchat (10-15), Pied Bushchat (3-4), Desert
Wheatear (3), Brown Shrike (12-15), Rufous -
" backed Shrike (4-5), Crested Lark (2).
Dr. Piyush Patel (M.D.)

AVI Arcade, Opp. Doctor House, HALAR Road, Valsad..

EXEND)

el An Observation Note - Birds
seen in & around Kapadvanj

At10.30 a.m. on 13th Novermber 2001,
while going from Kapadvanj to Utkantheshwar,
White-eyed Buzzard Eagle was seen drinking
water from a riverine flow (Pathhariya River), 2
kms. From Kapadvan;j,

At 10.50 a.m. travelling from this place
towards Utkantheshwar, which is 21 kms from
Kapadvanj, observed 20+ Rosy Pastors.on the
secondary branch of some unknown thorny
species of a shrub under its canopy,

At 1.00 p.m., in the riverbed of Vatrak & its
nearby areas, near Kedareshwar Mahadev
Temple, 6 kms. away from Utkantheshwar,
~ listed following birds :

Wood Sandpiper -3, Commen Sandpiper -
2, Marsh Sandpiper -1, Blackwinged Stilt -3,
Little Cormorant - 2, White Wagtail - 6, Median
Egret -1, Little Egret -1, Cattle Egret -2, Pond
Heron -1, Rufeusfronted Wren Warbler -1,
Kestrel -1, Oriental Honey Buzzard - 1, Pied
Kingfisher-1, Redwattled Lapwing -1, House
Swift - 8, Redrumped Swallow - 3, Common
Swallow -2, and Dusky Crag Martin - 4.

At1.15 p.m., nearby, justat a distance of
250 m. saw around 50 - 60 nest holes of Plain
Sand Martins (3 »teudll) made in mudcliffs,

along the river bank.

At1.30 p.m., behind the Utkantheshwar
Mahadev Temple, in the dry riverbed of Vatrak,
noted 1 Singing Bush Lark on the branch of
Euphorbia sp.

At 6.05 p.m., 16 Black Ibis were seen
flying over the Kapadvanj bus stand area.

On way from Kapadvanj to Kathalal,
observed 1 Median Egret & 6 Cattle Egrets in
an agricultural field & 1 Indian Roller on an

electric wire, at 6.30 pm.

%:;f Birds seen in & around

Madhasna, Tal. Kheralu, .

Dist. Mehsana

During my visit to Madhasna village,
which is 22 kms away from Kheralu, on 8th
December 2001, listed following birds :

Large Grey Shrike -3, Jungle Wren
Warbter -1, Ashy Wren Warbler -1, Black
Drongo - 12, Pied Chat - 2, Whitethroated
Munia - 30+, Yellowlegged Green Pigeon - 6,
Alexandrine Parakeet - 2.

# An Observation Note - Birds seen

in GSFC Township, Fertillizer

Nagar, Vadodara

On 21-11-2001 at 1.15 p.m. saw one
Bonelli's Hawk Eagle on Ailanthus excelsa
(Family Simaroubaceae / Local Name MOTO
ARDUSO).

On01/12/2001 at 6.05 p.m. saw 48 B1ack
Ibis on Eucalyptus sp.

RN
L.  Some Avifaunal Observations
_in North Gujarat (Banaskantha)

- On 19/04/2001 Dharmata Temple
(Balaram Ambaji Wildlife Sanctuary)
Alexandrine Parakeet 2
Blossomheaded Parakeet
Eurasian Sparrowhawk
Kestrel .

Oriental Honey Buzzard

2
1
1
1
White - eyed Buzzard 1

Egor A
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Spotted Grey Creeper
(2014l 1ss, Salpornis spilonotus)
- On 20/04/2001 Near Firozpura village

Wryneck 1
Spotted Flycatcher 1
Plain Sand Martin 2

- On 22/04/2001 Diyodar, Khara &
Bhabhar villages

Spotted Owlet 1
Stone Curlew 1
Rosy Pastor . 300+
Small Green Bee-eater 50+

- On 22/04/2001 near Nesdivillage
Rosy Pastor - 100+
-On 07/07/2001 Jessore Sloth Bear

Sanctuary
. Jungle Owlet _ 1
Pygmy Woodpecker 1
Alexandrine Parakeet : 2
_ Hiren Soni
Gujarat msmure of Desert Eco;‘ogy (GU.‘DE)
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o ade laudl
dl. U-w-oel A% ¢ i Aells we,
uafl(Rleel s2aL 6l dold UL edl. Ul 3s 23
ARl vids (Spotbill Duck) %S, dell A A
Sivill 300 UM ods FAl Y edl. 20l d
albino eldll. e Ui - Al ALY 331 4r1adl
Aol wd o sl edl. sl [dg;cua AAle 244
3.5 RlactsRieawal A fiming 54 8. (¢-e-03+
Ao [saRaL wsdl »udal smtg%’ dtrucmt ¥
1 o 3 w-e ARl Aouri As Ad udll
Ry g, seAF UL AS W 1 -A4)
dos) T % dtadl
Hi2-2 200, 5 A, f‘-ﬂq'ﬁl; 3E¥.0017
e S '
T qauRlar [@Qrdirdl ABER

Aol 513 Al sl W s auH
Aule HUAe . @l ¢ dat vHeleL 8eu(l sl

IHwd 5lHd, dl. 2¢-12-0% [BRAMRAL A%
yellRdlae M d edl. 240 UM douadt a4 gl 4
sz wiell, A5 Belflerr Bl o, dul 2l
AR Al dellotl (30 4l 3U %d) vt dly
%8 (Barheadad Goose) %L, olly L sleMl
Y5l A0AaHl AR Rl AR §% (Common
Crane) 535S, alanl se30 vl Aal HAL &,

e
i
i
2

(7 AoARAAUL g8t

ANAA AR g B, ANUAAR-L B
33 ol Folenildl dRgdl erlalddl AL
Glateiaio ool ?Llé ell, Foraniidl dasdl ‘€5’
YRSd GRAML 2dg . Yl UAAML 2Ys
oyl El.ct. Mlotel dal R de dre-l

I AL el vl otedl 2537 HIREd

el GRalMl 29 B, i wulln beals s
a2l el uellil ¥dl ¥, §% (Common Crane),
53530 (Demoiselle Crane), 2U%ed (Greylag
Goose), 591l U3 (Spotted Redshank), U4l
(Redshank), 21%41G (Blackwinged Stilt), Jetielluel
(Rosy Pelican), "lb{l Yol (Common Teal),
Al (Gargeny), 142U (Shoveller) g3iR uell vl
BUAH 53, 2ARAAR Al 1A B,

w1t ol G2 2 wiellell oig % SLUEL U 6.
51200, o el ARARML 9l AR Glaldl

gl se4o 29 vl At A R, el {Al Avuei

Aol 2AeUAL WML VidRHL AR HE2

L ol 247 Aoyl HHAL UMD ARl 527

32 edl wuadl AaL 1oL 8.
% (Flamingo) il 6ict5l (Ducks) 24U
oAl aY Adl 1A 8. ARLARAL 2ugeuHL

LAl 80018 Ao, -l 5320 A oua du
8T,

Q3L dolld, gLLs? duMdond, Hiells
AMALLA, E9IRE UHATUA DI, ANHAARHL BBRE
apell piadl 482l Glatetaoil ¢iioL 4912 doaii
ollg el €15, cui ualladl e wiL .l ua el
>t 915 sl g e 3 +dl, d s d R !

AL gedl B, WeflailA dl uivt 9, uig sladt
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YRR @ @ad wE3 1 |
: SR AL
Qs i

CTOEHNT

Awie WA Ylollaix als
dl, 29-¥-2003+1 1% ALY £-30 salk,
Aeiel HEUL el 2 el 922 {8l eadl oum
WAL deuaHl 3¢ oAl worl vl ol éls
(Painted Stork) %l %L 1Rl 2ii-e gal, -

arw el¥el Qe
3¢, (o A d], QiR HHELUE SR Y.

CTNBNT)

WL Ryl Yive el ...
8 ealdan Rl Rarkaei s
200341 sl wdl ML Mol 2ue © 3,
2l s10130, Asdl el Woflal s @) uig e
Bulldl el M3 R, sd wsi-l-l Hel
‘ARl O, 2L QR didatdldl i 2lau
£, 5120 3 2] 618 dllgrl 2w 21 &, L Glaus
2, W2 2l . ol ALl qeil ual 8.

ML HH Al B F, L disqalld sRA dlue

ogatictl Al. 9 2 dld elA6R B U AL

2[R ogeietall oL 2Ueid] alel. (5612 du €y,
Fleta 52l 2890 - aL.)
EVERRT]
21 - 909, toralal Suda, atacdl 28 s, Y.
(DTN

'Frlends of Nature
. 1%-3-20034L 2% Aaull-l 't"’f‘_‘r

sldEl 2UH MBI AL ‘s’ doud e d-ll s
s3dl uellHdlaadl iy ‘[AdoUHl ‘Friends of
Nature' adl usilitd s2al =12, uaH duid Hisdlut
sl i [Elee | w2908 ved 54 od.

dl. 13-2-20034L A% A9y 25
=g 122 AL UMM 2ude douaHl 24 dxl
2051 Rzl s2dl, 3is WA ol buml

ARYU 2 A5 ddd  dlsl R Gur -l
Avyiul yaedls ol el Houl, o 2 [dR
HIE  wALHI 9. 2L GURid 512l 2ls
(Openbill Stork) - £, w344 (Green Pigeon) - 2,
“4i-il 514l (Little Cormorant) - 20, 44l (Rosy
Pastor) -¢0, <l 445l (Dabchick)- 43,
eyl (Indian Moorhen) - £, 5160 ¥aui%R
(Bronzewinged Jacana) - 23, ﬂ{a'msi (Coot) -
e, udewoldl sasl@ul (Whitebreasted Kingfisher)
-, 2lR6ldL (Cattle Egret) - 33, {1y alstaell
(River Tern) - 2%, sl siseRiR (Black Ibis) -

A qaLQ gdl.

wauy qdl
de dle, A-gd ds wid, Hqadl
(TN

i==.  Change In Species Diversity
and Abundance of Waterfowl
At Thol
Thol bird sanctuary is situated about
25k.m. from Ahmedabad. Itis an irrigation tank
in Kadi taluka, built by the erstwhile Gaekwad

rulers.

Due to its proximity to Ahmedabad, the
lake has been regularly visited and monitored
by various individuals and sufficient data has
been collected on the species diversity at the
lake.

Monsoon in 2002 was afailure. Waterlevel
at the lake, as are result of direct precipitation
and inflow from the catchments, was only 2.5

feet. The traditional cultivation of paddy, in and

around the lake failed consequently. The year
2002 -2003 has been of specific interest for
birdwatchers because of the periodic flooding
of the pond by Narmada water.

The changes that have occurred as aresult
of the flooding of the lake seemed slow but
alarming in terms of avifaunal diversity. The
waterlevel at the western bund of the pond

reached 9 feet and then there was periodic

draining and flooding of the lake. This meant

: 1801 1 ]
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that the water level fluctuated between 9 feet
to 5 feet at least twice. When the lake was
last visited in the first week of May, the water
level was 4.5 feet.

The major changes in the avifaunal diversity '

have been discussed below. The discussion
* below is based on weekly visits. There is every
chance that some of the bird species recorded
could have left the site or are still present at
the lake but are not sighted because of the
large spread of water.
Ducks, Shelduck, Geese

All the species of resident ducks i.e. Spot-
billed Duck, Cotton Teal, Combduck and Lesser
Whistling Teal were seen at the lake. Common
migrant species viz. Northen Shoveller,
Common Teal, Eurasian Wegion, Northern
"Pintail, Common Pochard and Tufted Pochard
were seen at the lake during most of the visits.

The interesting change in the ducks was
seen in Pochards. The number of these diving
ducks was very high as compared to the
previous years. Large groups of these ducks
could be seen at various places in the lake.
The number of Tufted Pochard was also high

as compared to previous records. These ducks

were seen resting and foraging at the deepest
parts of the lake. At times the population of the
pochards seemed to be as much as 30 % of
the entire duck population.
Skimmer, Gulls, Terns

Indian Skimmer : A single bird was
recorded on one occasion. This bird has been
sighted at Nalsarovar. The bird was seen
foraging and then when it landed on one of the
two islands in the lake, it was mobbed by a
group of River Terns resting on the island.

Brown-headed Gull : Large groups
numbering up to 300 were recorded thrice. Birds
were seen more in the late afternoon. Most of

the birds were seen resting and only a few were-

seen foraging. These birds have been recorded
previously atthe pond but not in such numbers
and regularity. :

River Tern: These terns have always been

_in good numbers at Thol. But this year, the birds

have nested at Thol. River terns are known to
nest on the bare ground of sand banks of large
rivers. At Thol, they nested on the two islands,
near the western end of the lake. The islands
were almost totally submerged when the water
- level was at 8 feet. When the birds nested on
islands, the water level was approximately 5 feet.
14 chicks were recorded on one.of the visits to
the lake.

One of these days an adult of thtle Tern
was seen feeding a cheek proving its. nestlng
at the lake. :

# Grebes: 2

Great Crested Grebe was recorded for the-
first time at Thol, by us. A pair was first sighted
and in May, four male birds were sighted. The
Great Crested Grebe has been recorded at
Nalsarovar and Pariej. The Little Grebe is found
in abundance at the lake. '

#  Hawks, Kites, Eagles

Osprey was recorded on four occasions at
the pond. This fish- eating hawk is found to
frequent large water bodies like rivers, irrigation
tanks and jheels. This bird is seen regularly at
Pariej. It has also been recorded once in the past,
at Thol, but it was about a decade ago. This bird
was also seen actively foraging at the lake.

#:  Comorants

Great Cormorant : More than 30 birds were

recorded on several occasions. They were also

'seen actively foraging in the pond. On one

occasion a single bird was seen pursuing its
prey for about five minutes and then it finally
was seen with a large catfish in its beak. Their
number slowly began to reduce and by the end
of March no bird was seen. Again, in the first
week of May, a solitary bird was seen resting
on an island along with a group of Indian and
little cormorants.

Indian Cormorant (Shag) : This biid is very
similar to little cormorant but with experience
can be distinguished by its larger size and
slender bill. Large number of these birds was
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seen along with the Little Cormorants from
September. They were seen actively foraging
in groups at various locations in the lake.
Little Cormorant : This is a common resident
bird at most of the wetlands. The birds have
been seen more often in the peripheral wetland
that surrounds the main lake. This year number
of little cormorants has been exceptionally high
and mixed groups of Little Cormorants and
Indian Cormorants (Shag) have reached as high

as five hundred. They are seen perching on the

Acaciatrees growing inthe lake. The important
common factor among all these birds is that all
have fish as part of their food requirements.
Species like Cormorant, Osprey, Terns and
Skimmers depend mainly on fish for their diet.
This indicates that the lake has a healthy fish
population, which is an important factor, along
with the presence of water for a longer duration.
Rosy Pelicans in large numbers, actively
foraging, have also been sighted at the lake.
Even in the first week of May, about 250 Rosy

Pelicans were seen at the lake, most of them .

foraging in small groups. it would seem that
the fish population at the lake was replenished
every time the lake was flooded wnh the
Narmada water.

And this is where certain questions arise.

= Willthe influx of such large quantity of water -

affect the ecological balance of the pond?
=+ Wil the periodic rise and fall in the water
level affect the micro flora and fauna of the pond?
=¢ |s the Narmada water, with its abundant
micro flora and fauna, going to affect the
endemic ecological structure of the lake?
Answers to these questions can only be
found with long term monitoring of the
phytoplankton, zooplankton and fishes and the
continued monitoring of the avifauna at the pond.
This could throw some light-on the above
mentioned questions and help us understand
the delicate wetland ecosystem of Thol.
Iyer Mohan k.
LAK II. Mazharashtra Soc., Ahmedabad 380 006
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£.1  Crested Serpent Eagle On
Beyt Dwarka : An Unusual
Record
'Ghanshyam Jebalia showed me a pho-

~tograph of Crested Serpent Eagle, Spilornis
cheela seated on sea sand at Dunni Point, Beyt

Dwarka ! A pair of these eagles had remained on
the sand dunes for three days 15th, 16th and

" 17th October, 2002. The nearest suitable habitat

is the Gir National Park and along the wooded
hill country of Chhotaudaipur, Rajpipla and the

Dangs. Not only is Beyt, way out of this eagle’s -

range, the habitat is totally alien to it. A single
bird could be a stray, a pair quite unexplainable !
On one occasion, Ghanshyam reports,

the “male” being attacked by an Osprey,
Pandion haliaetus. The bird was found dead
several days later and had a deep gash on the
crown of the head.
: Lavkumar Khachar

14, Jayant Society, Rajkot 360 004.
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Birds Nesting on Islands -
‘Gaurishankar Lake,

Bhavnagar, March to June
Bhavnagar had been very lucky in hav-

ing an excellent monsoon during 2002. The
above-mentioned lake overflowed twice within

‘a few days.

At present the water level in the lake
has receded and small islands have appeared.

These islands provide an excellent sanctuary
to all ground - nesting shore birds and waders.
First amongst birds are : Great Stone Plover
and River Temns; then Little Tern and Blackwinged
Stilts. When the water level will further go down
we hope, Kentish and Little Ringed Plover and
Lesser Prantincole will be nesting on the same
and other islands. This has been the sequence
whenever we have had a good monsoon. _
Great Stone Plover and River Terns have a
few full clutches of two and three eggs respec-
tively and many have hatched and the young
ones have been seen running around. Two days
back, on 17th May, | located two nests of the
Little Terns having two very well camouflaged
eggs. More than a dozen nests of Blackwinged
Stilt, having their full clutch of four-eggs, were
also located. | am sending you some video pic-
tures of these birds nesting.
M.K.Shivbhadrasinhji
Bhav-Vilas, nr. Gaurishanker Lake, Bhavnagar.
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<> After one year almost ! -

Coming back home was a good feeling and
the same become more rewarding when one
enjoys the moments as enjoyed before. | am
talking about watching Sarus!

On May 28th 2003, we decided to go for a
Sarus watch. | knew this area before, as it was
my study site during my Ph. D. However, each
time is more exciting, as some new things
come up. Apart from me, we were with a crane
researcher from Sweden, Dr. Mikael Hake. As
we had less time we decided to watch the five
major reservoirs and the linked roads. The
zdvaniage of doing so was to cover the important
Sarus area. We started from Anand at about 8

a.m. and our first sighting of Sarus was at
Sojitra, where we saw a pair. Then we went to
Tarapur to see the Kanewal reservoir. We did
not see any, but while talking to the local
people we were informed that, during evening,
sometimes a pair comes. We were a bit
disappointed, and it was but obvious as a lot
of fishing activities were taking place in this
reservoir. We stayed there for half an hour to
see around. Oh ! On the edge of the island,
one pair landed. So coming to Kanewal was
not that bad. From Kanewal we went to Parig;
and we saw 5 adults and 2 subadults standing
and feeding on the marsh, at the edge of the
reservoir. Then we went to- Narda. Narda is
aiways one of my favourite sites. The reservoir
was almost at dead storage level, but at the
edge on the Ipomoea - marsh we counted 23
Sarus, 19 adults and 4 subadults, Gobrapura:
was absolutely beyond my expectation. The
reservoir was absolutely dry, except for a small
wet patch with little vegetation. There we saw
only 3 adults. We were wondering where the
cranes are 7?7 Then we decided to take a turn
from Gobra towards Chanor. Near Chanor we
saw 17 adults in an inundated fallow field. That
explains, we were more towards the
agricultural field before Vastana Village. It was
the most rewarding site for us. We counted
123 cranes. Some scattered, few pairs below
the tree shade and more on the inundated paddy
fileds. In total we saw 117 adults and 6
Subadults. It was almost 3 pm so we decided
to go back. While returning we visited
Bhanderaj. There were no cranes, but on the
opposite-side of the reservoir we saw 2 pairs.
That was a nice trip, and more for me to
see my Sarus after a long period of time. Although
| had an opportunity to see European cranes at
Israel, Germany and in Sweden, but still....Sarus
makes a special place to my feelings ! :

Aeshita Mukherfee, C.K. Borad and Mikael Hake
Department of Desert Ecology, Ben.- Gurion University, Israel.-
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ﬂ"ﬁtd}tl Hl2L " Indian Scimitar Babbler " el
1A . 8l avia uall dl Hist Ryad 2 yala
HIRAHL % AU 1A D . viL ot &zl 219 oy
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A2y 22el BIN.H.S. 3L ¢ UGl ual o Ay

el B, ‘Rl A dA 2iusuedlal dlat.
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I Spotted Flycatchers are

not silent !

It was such a pleasure to spend a relaxing
hour with you today morning. Yes, it is a pity
we do not find more time to spend together.

As usual VIHANG' looks attractive and
is very readerfriendly. Congratulations! Keep
your efforts up. You are doing somethmg we
all fatled te do earlier.

| skimmed through and this is my flrst im-
pression response. More will come later. It
vastly amused me to have my friend Uday Vora
commenting on Hingolgadh as though he knew
the place better than me. 1981 is his experi-

ence, | happened to have been living there

since .. and | have been birdwatching since |
was a school boy in 1947. WWF's list was

_created by my cousin and myself and WWF

is a rather recent phenomenon though predat-

~ ing Uday’s introduction to birdwatching:

It is good to learn that more and more for-
est officers are taking interest in birds. They
would be 'Morons" if they do not, considering
the opportunities they are provided as part of
their duties. Perhaps Uday might keep in mind
that the the BNHS had foresters as its founder
members and that men like Osmaston did con-
siderable work recording birds, insects and
mammals under their care. It is a pity that In-
dian counterparts have taken so much time in
getting activated. Let us, however, underscore
one very important point - the Forest Depart-
ment should have less 'birdwatchers' and more
ecologically sensitive men if indeed birds of
our indegenous fauna and flora are to survive.
Also they must be prepared to learn and share
their knowledge as well as give credit to oth-
ers who may be forest service personnel or non
forest people like yourself and myself and many
of the other beneficiaries of VIHANG. | am sure
Veerappan would be a fabulous birdwatcher if
only we would get through to him |

Your reporting the Greyheaded Flycatcher
in your locality (Satyagrah/ Satellite Road,
Ah'd) suggest that the trees in your “society”
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have reached climax situation. Keep a check
on drongos visiting you. You should expect,
Grey Drongos and possibly a Whitebellied
Drongo visit your place one of these
days.(They Did, twice - E.) Carefully note the
preferences of the Whitebrowed Fantail Fly-
catcher and the Spotted Fantail Flycatcher -
the former haunts more open trees and hunts
at all levels in and around them. The later pre-
fers dense shrubberies and stays fairly low
down.

Incidently, in my letter from Hingolgadh |
wrote of the Spotted Flycatchers, but | over-
looked mentioning that they were quite vocal
and could be noted by sound that was very
distinctive. Most literature says they are si-
lent while with us ! So much for the knowl-
edge recorded about our common birds. (24-
1-03)

Lavkumar Khachar
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#1  Comment on Northern Lapwing
in Gujarat
Geeta Padate's letter ('Vihang' - Sharad

2002) regarding Northern Lapwing in Vadodara
district requires comments and remarks from
our senior birdwatchers and ornithologists. Geeta
could have given more description of the bird,
she and her friends had seen. If the bird they
saw had a black crest and red legs, then it is
sure that it was a Northern Lapwing. If it is so,
its presence in Gujarat is something to be noted
seriously. But if the bird does not have the crest,
it can be Sociable Lapwing (Vanellus gregari-
ous), which visits Gujarat in winter occasion-
ally. : _
Similarly, note of Mr. Kasam Sama regard-

ing nesting of White-tailed Lapwing at Nal

Sarovar is a breaking news.!

(.20l oleit o1&t usat uallfQstiedl 247 AAegoidl
wall[Adlats . Adldl 2218l (Northern Lapwing)d
ERs A3 uddl wel el adledl B AR,
‘[Agar’ 312 2002 AL 2isHix]l du -l it d-L ofley
il o [Rald-L Mdlaw el ©. 24 [Quymi 13
duell 12 21906 it 2. sHel ‘yallbzae K,
ot ufadAl dl.12-¢-03-{l H{lami war
530 d 2430 cud 4. dua o R 2led] A o

L. Aerrid-laigll 245 yell-l 241 2is GAAL B, -

dl.) :
Jaydev Dhadhal
Mahuva
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