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An overview of BCSG Coastal Birds Confluence: Jamnagar 2025
Resonating a Birding Culture!

The BCSG Coastal Birds Confluence: Jamnagar 2025 has concluded successfully,
leaving behind a legacy of enriching experiences, collective achievements, and
renewed commitment to bird conservation. The event, held along the picturesque
coastline of Jamnagar, became a vibrant platform where scientists,
conservationists, and bird enthusiasts of all ages united to celebrate the

remarkable world of waders and their migration.

This occasion was particularly significant as it marked the inaugural event of the
25th year of the Bird Conservation Society, Gujarat (BCSG). With a heritage built
by Gujarat’s birding legends, including Lavkumar Khachar, Lalsinh Raol, and
Bahubhuti Parasharya, and now led by the dedicated leadership of Dr. Bakul
Trivedi, BCSG’s journey has been one of impactful conservation efforts. The
Coastal Birds Confluence became another proud milestone in this inspiring

journey.

About Waders and Wader Census Waders are a fascinating group of migratory
birds that depend on intertidal habitats, wetlands, and coastal areas for feeding
and resting during their long journeys. Species like sandpipers, plovers, and
curlews connect the countries and even continents through their incredible

migrations, often spanning thousands of kilometres.

Conducting wader censuses is vital for understanding their population trends,
migration patterns, and habitat use. These censuses help identify critical stopover
sites and wintering grounds, allowing the governments to protect and manage
these habitats. Moreover, Khijadia Bird Sanctuary being a Ramsar site, such census

data will contribute to global initiatives like the Asian Waterbird Census (AWC)
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conducted by BNHS and Wetland International. This will strengthen the
conservation framework of Central Asian Flyway, ensuring the long-term survival

of these incredible species.

Support and Acknowledgment The success of this event would not have been
possible without the crucial support of the Gujarat Forest Department and Marine
National Park, Jamnagar. Their collaboration ensured the event's smooth

execution and underscored the shared commitment to conservation.

BCSG extends heartfelt gratitude to our sponsors—Astral Foundation, Bhima
Woods, and Tressela—for their generous support. Their contributions were
instrumental in making this confluence a resounding success. As a token of
appreciation, mementos were presented to them during the event. Wetlands
International, BNHS, and RG Sustain played supportive role for the successful

completion of the event.

Day 1: Setting the Tone The event commenced with a post-lunch technical session
that set the tone for an enriching and insightful gathering. The session began with
a heartfelt welcome address by Vice President Yashodhan Bhatia, who warmly
greeted all participants, including esteemed guests, speakers, and bird
enthusiasts. Following this, the inaugural speech was delivered by Dr. Bakul
Trivedi, President of the Bird Conservation Society, Gujarat. Dr. Bakul reflected on
the society's 25-year journey in promoting birding culture and conservation
efforts across Gujarat. He underscored the importance of events like the Coastal
Birds Confluence in uniting experts, enthusiasts, and organizations to share

knowledge and inspire action.



Ms. Neha Dara, Mr. Dhritiman Mukherjee, Dr. Balachandran, Dr. Bakul Trivedi,
Prof. Sampath, Yashodhan Bhatia (from left to right).

Audience and Participants
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Dr. Bakul Trivedi giving an Inaugural Speech



After the ceremonial beginning, the event moved into a moment of recognition
and appreciation, as eminent contributors to Gujarat’s birding community were
felicitated. This segment celebrated individuals whose dedication, expertise, and
passion have significantly shaped bird conservation and birding culture in the

region.

Among the honourees, Shri Prasad Ganpule and Dr. Arpit Deomurari were
awarded the prestigious BCSG Conservation Award for their outstanding
contributions to avian research and their far-reaching impact on birding in Gujarat
and beyond. The society also honoured Shri Suresh P. Jani (IFS), a retired
Conservator of Forests, for his remarkable tenure at the Marine National Park,
Jamnagar. Special mementos were presented to senior birdwatchers Shri
Jumabhai Morya, Shri Shantibhai Varu, and Dr. Piyush Matalia. These stalwarts

have inspired countless birders over generations.
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Shri Prasad Ganpule receiving the BCSG Conservation Award
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Sh. Suresh P. Jani (IAS) retd. being felicitated by BCSG



Sh. Suresh P. Jani (IAS) retd. sharing his thoughts

Sh. Jumma bhai being felicitated by BCSG



Sh. Shantibhai Varu being felicitated by BCSG



.L BIRD CONFLUENCE- JAMNAG

3|tt;)_§u-]|u JANUARY

AR 2025

ihy
'rOCI'Eh_’. GUJARAT

in collaboration with
MARINE MATIC IHAL PARK, JAm HAGAR,

= .au%

>

L

BCSG thanking the Astral Foundation (sponsor)
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BCSG thanking Bheema Woods & Tressela (sponsor)
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Guests and Participants

Following these honours, the event transitioned seamlessly into a series of
insightful and thought-provoking audio-visual presentations by the spotlight

speakers, each an expert in their field.

Prof. Sampath, Dr. Balachandran, and Shri Prasad Ganpule provided diverse
perspectives on the migration of waders, offering both regional and global
insights.-The evening reached its peak with a mesmerizing session by Neha Dara
and Dhritiman Mukherjee, whose presentations left the audience spellbound. As
trailblazers in wildlife conservation, they showcased their dedication to nature and

their artistry in storytelling through films.

Together, the presentations exemplified the perfect blend of science and art,
leaving the audience spellbound and deeply inspired by their passion and

dedication.
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Prof. Sampath (research scientist and conservationist) Prof. Sampath delivered an
enlightening presentation that captivated students and attendees alike. His talk
delved into his extensive study on satellite-tagged birds in the Gulf of Mannar and
their movements to the eastern coast of southern India. He also talked about his
research on a sub-species of Kentish Plover found in southern India, which

eventually turned out to be a new species, which he named Hanuman Plover.

Prof. Sampath speaking at the podium
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Dr. S. Balachandran (former Deputy Director of BNHS) Dr. Bala’s presentation was
on his vast experience of Four decades of population trends in shorebirds along
the east coast of India with special emphasis on uncommon and rare waders. He
also discussed about the similarities between Pirotan Island in Gulf of Kutch and
Manali Island in Gulf of Mannar as both islands share similar habitats in terms of
mangroves and seagrass species and similar congregation of waders species. His
presentation not only deepened the audience’s understanding of shorebird
ecology but also emphasized the interconnectedness of habitats across India’s

coasts.
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Dr. Balachandran and his presentation
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Prasad Ganpule (ornithologist and author) Prasad Ganpule provided an insightful
and engaging presentation on the identification of vagrant and probable vagrant
waders in Gujarat. His session focused on the subtle art of distinguishing rare and
unexpected visitors from the more common shorebird species observed in the
region. Drawing on his extensive field experience and meticulous documentation,
Prasad discussed key identification traits such as plumage variations, seasonal

behaviours, and habitat preferences.

Sh. Prasad Ganpule delivering his presentation
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Dhritiman Mukherjee (Conservation Photographer): Dhritiman Mukherjee is
invariably one of India’s leading wildlife and conservation photographers. He
captivated the audience while sharing his incredible experiences in the field.
Through his presentation, he shared breathtaking photographs of diverse species,
recounting stories of perseverance, patience, and respect for nature. He
emphasized the challenges of documenting wildlife in their natural habitats and
highlighted the critical importance of conservation. His vivid anecdotes and
stunning visuals brought the beauty and urgency of wildlife conservation to life

for the young minds.
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Dhritiman Mukherjee presenting his images
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Neha Dara (writer and editor): Neha Dara’s presentation was about her insights
into the transformative power of storytelling and how people connect to the
stories. She focused on creating content that has deep bond with wildlife and how
it can raise awareness faster. She also discussed the power of films in conveying

conservation messages and its far-reaching impact on audiences.
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Ms. Neha Dara sharing her thoughts

Due to time constraints, we were unable to include the much-anticipated talk by
Dr. Arpit Deomurari in the event schedule. His extensive expertise in biodiversity
conservation and data-driven approaches to bird research was greatly missed, and

we look forward to his insights being shared in future engagements.
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Day 2: Field Explorations and Data Collection A total number of 25 locations were
identified for the survey from Jodiya to Okha along the coast of Marine National
Park. All the participants were divided in small groups of 3 to 5 persons. After a
night stay at Khijadiya and Narara participants left early morning to their allotted

locations for the all-important census and data collection.

Teams during wader census
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Teams during wader census
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Day 3: Final Day Highlights The final day of the event brought participants to
Balachadi beach, where they observed the waders discussed throughout the
confluence. The sighting of tagged and ringed birds highlighted the global

connections of these migratory species, emphasizing their significance.

The moment of the day—and perhaps the entire event—came with the resighting
of ‘Vhalam, the Great Knot 6Z also the event’s mascot. This globally endangered
species is now in its sixth consecutive year of migration to Jamnagar. Vhalam'’s
story of resilience and its journey across the Central Asian Flyway captivated and

inspired all present, underscoring the importance of preserving habitats for future

generations.

Field Visit at Balachadi / Sachana Beach for Wader Watch
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Bird watchers going through the Brochure for wader identification

Observing Tagged and Ringed Birds
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Finding Great Knot 6Z ‘Vhalam’

Capturing Great Knot 6Z ‘Vhalam’ on camera
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Sainik School Balachadi Awareness Program: An Initiative at the Coastal Birds
Confluence 2025 Sainik School Balachadi, a prestigious residential institution
located in Jamnagar, Gujarat, has been a beacon of education and character
building since its establishment in 1961. The school is renowned for its unique
blend of academic excellence, military-inspired training, and a focus on leadership
and values, nurturing students into responsible citizens ready to embrace careers

in the armed forces or other challenging fields.

As part of the Coastal Birds Confluence 2025, an awareness program was jointly
organized by the Marine National Park, Jamnagar, and the Bird Conservation
Society, Gujarat, for the students of Sainik School Balachadi on 04" January, 2025.
The program witnessed an enthusiastic participation of 300 attendees, including
faculty members, staff, and students, making it a truly enriching experience for
all. The program featured two celebrated speakers who shared their unique
perspectives and inspiring journeys: Dhritiman Mukherjee (Conservation
Photographer) & Neha Dara (writer and editor). Both the speakers showcased
various aspects of photography and filmmaking with respect to the wildlife and

nature conservation. Documentaries on various topics was also screened.

This collaborative initiative provided students with valuable exposure to the
worlds of wildlife photography and how it can influence conservation. The
program inspired students to appreciate the intricate connections between
nature and storytelling, encouraging them to explore their potential as future

custodians of the environment and society.
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Students of Sainik School in the full hall at Balachadi

Officials from Forest Department, Members of BCSG, Sainik School Officers and

Speakers during inaugural ceremony.
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Ms. Neha Dara sharing her experience with students.

Mr. Dhritiman Mukherjee sharing his experience with students.
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Closing Remarks The BCSG Coastal Birds Confluence: Jamnagar 2025 was not
merely an event but a convergence of knowledge, passion, and commitment to
conservation. It celebrated the spirit of collaboration and provided a platform for

future endeavours in birding and conservation.

As the society reflects on this achievement, we extend our deepest gratitude to
everyone who contributed or participated in #CBClamnagar. While the confluence
has concluded, we hope it marks the beginning of stronger collaborations and
broader awareness for the protection of these incredible avian species and their

habitats.

.
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Participants sharing their experiences at closing ceremony
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Closing ceremony — Remarks
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BCSG Coastal Birds Confluence- Jamnagar 2025

With gratitude and warm regards,
Thank you all from BCSG
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Souvenir Kit for Registered Participants

A Field Bag, Flask, Bird Pin, Checklist, Wader Id Brochure, Great Knot ‘62" pamphlet, Certificate, Cap, T-shirt, Stickers
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Coverage by Print Media
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First census of wader birds at
~ Marine National Park from today

Times News NeTwork

Rajkot: The first-ever cen-
: sus of wader birds will be
: conductedat Marine Natio-
nal Park and Marine Sanc-
tuary — India’s first desig-
: nated marine sanctuary
: area spanning the coastal
: regions of Devbhumi
Dwarka, Jamnagar and
Morbidistricts
: The collaborative initi-
:  ative between the forest de-
¢ partmentand the Bird Con-
: servation Society commen-
i ceson Friday and involves
: 100 bird watchers from Gu-
= jaratand other parts of the

The exercise will cover up to 30 wetlands

compasses 42 islands. Situ-
ated in the Gulf of Kutch,
thisregion is notable for its
marine biodiversity and
mangroves, The park's po-
sition along the Central
Asian Flyway (CAF) cont-
ributes to its rich bird di-
versity. Numerous migra-
tory birds utilise this mig-
ration route for their jour-
neys.

Jamnagar hosts over
300 bird species, including
waders. Species such as
crab plover and great knot,
rarely spotted elsewhere in
India, can be found here.
The forest department sa-

country.

id, “Various aspects like

: The forest department
: announced that the survey
: will encompass a 170-km
: stretch from Okha to Nav-
lakhi. The programme
spans three days, with ex-
pert lectures scheduled for

Day 1 and bird-countingac-
tivities.

Dhaval Varagara, Guja-
ratco-ordinator for the Asi-
an Waterbird Census that
works towards waterbird
conservation awareness,

said, “The exercise will co-
ver 25 to 30 wetland areas
like Narara, Khijadiya,
Mulvel, Poshitra and Cha-
rakala as well as protected
and unprotected areas.”
The protected zone en-

identifying new areas of
bird habitat, information
about various species of
birds, their numbers, their
population, density and ti-
ming of migration ete, will
be covered inthis census.”
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First census of coastal,
wader birds to kick off
today in Jamnagar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, JANUARY 2

IN A FIRST, the Gujarat govern-
ment and Bird Conservation
Society of Gujarat (BCSG) will
conduct the census of coastal
and wader birds at the Marine
National Park and Marine
Sanctuary in Jamnagar from
January 3 to 5,accordingtoan of-
ficial statement released on
Thursday.

BCSGisavoluntary organisa-
tion, active for over 25 years,
dedicated to bird conservation,
census activities, observation,
and raising public awareness
about avian science.

“For the first time in India, a
census of coastal and wader
birds will be conducted at the
Marine National Park and
Marine Sanctuary in Jamnagar
from January 3 to 5. Jamnagar
will host this significant event fo-
cusing on counting wader and
coastal bird species. The three-

s

Jamnagar district houses
over 300 species of local and
migratory birds. Gujarat
Information Department

day programme will feature ex-
pert talks by specialists in
forestry and wildlife on the first
day, bird counting activities on
the second day,and knowledge-
sharing sessions followed by a
closing ceremony on the final
day,” the release said.

According to the Gujarat for-
est department, Jamnagar dis-
trict hosts over 300 species of lo-
cal and migratory birds,
including over 50 species of
Wader birds.
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